THE McWILLTAM SAGA

Ireland to Auslralasis

CHAPTER 1

The Days of William The Conqueror

TL is possible to find traces of the McWilliam ancesliry for nearly
a thousand years. This of course Lakes us back to William the Conqueror; thus the year
1066 or thereabouts is the point in time at which this story commences. Lt is about the
ancestors of Jolm MeWilliam and the descendants of him and his wife, Rebecca.

Most historians agree, though a few dispute at, that Roberct, Duke ol Normsody
(known as 'Roburt the Devil') had an exmarital love affair with the daughter of a rich
tanner from the town of Falaise. Her name is variously piven as Arlecte, Arlotbe, Ar-
lotla, and even Herleve, ‘The liaison produced two children, one of whom was William,
born in either 1027 or 1028. The story poes Lhat because of the great social gap be
tween the Duke and a mere tanner's daughter, notwithstanding the tanner's weallh, mar-
riape was out of Lhe guestion. A tew years later (L1035) Duke Robert decided to make a
pilgrimage to the Holy Land and, being a prudent, even prescient, individual, assembled
his underlords and vassals, and legitimised William's birth by commending him to his
nables &5 hig suceessor, should any pisfortune befall him. Lt was 3said that in his
adult life William took no exception to being known as "William the Bastard', hastardy
being a relatively common conditien in that day and among the Duke's forebears, but his
fury knew no hounds if it was insinuabed thal he stank of the tannery!

Roherl's assembled lords were hardly persuaded by his argument that, though he
knew William was small, he was sure he would grow. In Lhe circumstances of their being
unable te agree on anyone else, however, they had ne option and William became grudg-
ingly accepted as the heir to his father's dukedom.

When Robert succumbed to the rigours of his Palestine journey and died, the lead-
ing men of Normandy decided to try Lo dizpose of the boy, now about scven years old. To
his mother, Arlotte or llerleve, and her family must po the credit [or his proLection
and escape. On reaching manhood (1054) and with the aid of his gverlord, the King of
France (of which kingdom Normandy was pari) William subdued his opponents and proceeded
to rule as Duke of Normandy.

We are well able to understand thal William's mother, unmarried as most think she
was, would be somcthing of an embarrassment, especially as the Church was atb this lLime
trying to induce a stricter code of morality in its own attitude to the sanctity of
wedlock and in turn in the people., At all events she was married ofl to Lhe son of a
lord of Normandy. The lord's name was Eustace and his son was Harlowen (or Harluinm,or
Serlo) de Burgh or de Burgo. Fustace, his son, Harlowen amd his wife Arlotle {or Her
leve) are the starting point of the MeWilliam history, for the family (mostly spell Mac
William in the records) owes its descent from William de burgh, its etvmology being:
Mac = 'son of', William {(de Burgh)®, More of the de Burghs and the MeWilliams in due
COUrse.

* Acecording Lo some sources 'Mac' and '0' in Irish lore connoted 'head of clad. Uthers
maintain that 'Mac' meant 'son of ' and 'Me' or "0"'grandson of ', Still others say
the Anglo-Trish adopted the prefiz "Mac’ Lo ingratiate themselves with the locals.
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It should be cxplained, as an aside, that most of the actors in the events
being described at this Lime seemed Lo have two or oven more names. Une authority
might use one name, and another a dilflTerenl name;  some wighl wse bolh or all the
names. [I'rom now on an attempt will be made to keep to the appellation first mention—
ed, not because il is thought to be more authentic but simply to save the tedium of
repetition,  One might speculate how the moltiplicity of names came aboul, Was iU
bécause an individual in fact had two names, like Harlowen and Serlo; was it because
af Lhe praclice of Families of common descent distinguishing themselves from one an-
other in various ways - one being by adding the name of their recent ancestor, or
place of title eorigin, for example William de Mortain de Burgo; was one name a sob-
riquel, a kind of nickname: or is the second a variant in rendition when transcrib-
el from one language to another, eg Harlowen and Herluin; hid the general and univer-
sal inditference teo orthographic accuracy account for varying forms of the same name,
gauch as Arlolte, Arlecte, Arlotta 7 Whatever the correct explanation a variety ot
name modalities and spellings must be expected throughout this history. TIn partic-
pcours occasionsally. AL one much later stage the now deteated torm of McWilliams
{with the (inal '&'lwas for a time nged indifTerently by members of the same Camily.

Tt will be seen From the chart below that Harlowen and Arlotte's two legitimate
song, Robert and Odo who were the of fgpring of this marriage, were hall=hrothers Lo
William the Congueror. 1t appears likely that these three, llarlowen, Robert and Odo
all accompanied William in his ship Mora for the invasion of England in Uctober L0606;
Robert and Odo at any rate were handsomely rewarded for their trouble sl Haslings, The
pift of Norman bishoprics was in the hands of the Duke, and William favoured his half-
brother, Odp, with the appointment as Dishop of Dayeux at the improbable age of little
more Lhan Lhirtesn - or so the reportl. goes!

FAMTLY TREE CHART

Boberr, Duke of 2 Arloltie {(or = Harlowen or Serlao de

Normandy, d.1035 I Herleve) I Burgo or de Burgh
William, Duke of Ullu-': HLFJF!:I de Burgh, Count Odao ! Bishop
Normandy, b.Ll0Z7/8, other of Mortain, Barl of of Bayeux,
d.I0ET s SO Cornwally (e, 1068) Farl of Kent

William de Burgh de
Mortain, Earl of

Cornwall,; under
Henry 11
Adelm dejBurgh Jehn deIBurgh

I Earl of jCornwall
William Fitz Adelw ubert !e Burgh
de Burgh (Treland) Chief Justice and

Earl af Kenl &
Cornwall (£.1220)

* The usual abbreviations are used throughout: '=' means married, b=born, d=died, r=
reigned, =Flourished, cr=created.



some five years aller the Battle of llastings, in which Odo evidently toolt a
very aclive part, the tradition is that Odo coumissioned a tapestry for his new calh-
edral at Bayeux and had it embroidered by the ladies of Canterbury aml then transport-
#l to the French town. ‘This has little to do with the de Burgh or MacWilliam story;
it is, however, topical in the sense that Halley's comet is again approaching its peri-
helion as this history is being written and Lhe celestial visitor Figures prominently
on the Bayeux tapestry, as o Bishop Odo and his offsiders. To the English the
appearance of the comet hecame a portent of doom, while the Normans, of course, saw it
as an omen of victory. Anyway it is interesting to reflect that this Jh-ypar-period
visitor is now making its twelfth return since William crossed the Fnglish Channel and
won his famous Battle of Hastings, Odo lecaves our story as, after the battle, he re-
ceives his earthly reward, his Earldom of Kent and becomes, in the words of David
Howarth (1)* 'a man the English came to detest more than uny other,’

To relurn [rom the sidetrack of Bishop Odo, we notice trom the Family Tree Chart
on the previeus page that his full brother was Kobert de Burgh, Count of Mortain. The
namesa of Lhese Lowns of long apo, Mortain, Bayeux and Falaise, are voday all Camiliar
Lo those who followed the Allied Tandings in Normandy in World War TT (1944). Rebert
de Burgh, Count of Mortain, was created Earl of Cornwall in 1068 and He is the second
slep in our main line of interest. He was succeeded by his son William de Mortain (de
Burgh); in turn Williaw Lecame Farl of Cornwall: hLe praduced two sons.

Begping leave of the Reader Lo wake one more digression, we will deal with and
digpose of one of his sons, John, and his offspring, Huber! de Burgh, William's grand-
son. This laller seems to have been both Earl of Cornwall after his father and orand-
falher and also Narl of Kent. He became Chief Justice of England, The Abbe James
MacGeoghegan (2} writes of him: 'lle was deprived of his office, {judged by his peers in
full parliswent, and degraded tor having counselled King Henvy ITT (r.1216-72} te
annul Lhe Grand Charter and privileges of his subjects.' On this unhappy note Huber)
de Burgh leaves our story.

Relurning from the digression we come back to our chief line of interest, the
aother son of William de Mortain (de Burgh). He was Adelm, vsually referred Lo as
Adelm de Burpo. The Chart of the foregoing page shows that his son was William Fitz
Adelm, Fitz meaning, of course, 'son of'. In the next Chapter we will go on with Lhe
central accounl by [ollowing the fortunes of Lhis William Fitz Adelm who, ss was the
custom, sLill retained the patronym of de Burgo or de Burgh.
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