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CHAPTER 7

The Moddern Family

The justification for the title of this Chapter is that it is possible from
this point te employ perscnal recollection. The oldest members ol the [amily alive
Lixlay in some cases lived with, or at least spoke to, some of their forebears born
in the First hall of last century, They would have been regaled with anccdotes ot
events and experiences stretching back some one hundred and thircty yedars.

T his 195 addendum 1o his 'Records of MacWilliam Ancestry' Neville Mco
William wrote:-

Many of our ancestors seem to have drifted back to lreland (Erom Scotland)
about the beginning of the nineteenth century. Some Tound themselves in
Llie old heme county of Roscommon, doubtless poorer, but more peaceful men
than their banished forefathers. Among this group was one, John MeWilliam
my paternal grandfather, who died before my birth.

There is an ofllicial and Lherelfore weighty piece of evidence in support of che
statement that John MeWilliam's family returned from Scotlamd. The certilisl copy
of the Lntry of leath of John McWilliam states that he was born in Scotland. It
Turther shows Lhat he died on 28 December 1881, aged aixcy-nine years. He would
thus have been born in 1812 (or on one of the last three days on 1817}, When we
realise that John's place of birth was Scotland we can accept with certailnty the
fact that his parents were living in that country at that time. Muriher, seelng
that his second son, William, was born in Treland in 1844, .John must have been in
that country {lreland) at (or before) that date. Consequently it cmerges that New

ille MeWilliam's contention thast John MoeWilliam retoerned to Trelamsd From Scoblaond
'about the beginning of the nineteenth century' is substantiated.

John's father was Alexander McWilliam (a coincidence of names with the 'other'
MeWilliams — see previous page), a builder and his mother was Annc McWilliam (ncec
Bovle — a different name from that ol the '"Wine' spouse ), according Lo Lhe samne
gfticial copy of John's Entry of Death. The name 'Alexander' has a Scottish ring
ahout it suppesting perhaps Lhal this family had been settled in, Scobtland for a
few generations, as N.G.McWilliam claims. (See the early Family Chart on next page).

Piecing together the various sepgments and reports we have 8 narrabive as
follows. About the vear 1653 the immediate ancestors of Joha MeWilliam left Ros—
common {or al any rale some parl of the Provipee of Connaught) and meved to Scotland.
4 number of possible reasons for this move suggest themselves. Maybe the Tamily was
thought to be too belligerent, as Neville McWilliam implies, and 'left Ireland for
Ireland's sake'. TL is also conceivable that they were reacting Lo the religious
injuslices amnd persecutions, especially il they sLill held to the old church alles-
iance, It could be they were victims of the transplantations, or tnsettled by the
rigours of Lthe wars which Cromwell brought and their aftermath. The famines which
stalked the land may have triggered a response to leave Ireland. Perhaps the motive
Lo migrale was & combinabion of several, or all, of these tactors. Lt could even be
that they were persuvaded to move by none of these influences, hut by the simple fact
that prospects looked better in Scotland. If the MacWilliams were by this time
Protestants, the northern country would have been a rational cheice. What is cert—
ain is that many families transferred over to Scotland and Fngland over a period
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turing the seventeenth century.

Oue could even speculate that there were blood relations in Scotland. There had
heen McWilliams there from way back. In listing the surnames of Scofland, Georpe I,
Black (54) writcs:

MucWilliam. Gaelic Mac Uilleim, 'son of William'. The Teutonic name
William was early planted in the Highlands, the MacWilliams heing  power-
ful Gaelic claimanls for the Scottish throne against King William the
Lion. The relationship of the MacWilliams to William the Lion is shown 4in
the Tollowing table:

f"iulmﬂml TTT

[avid 1, uiALh & younpgest Mincan TT.leldemt SO0
sun ol Maleolm TT1 af [“h\]{.ulm 7T
Henry thelkEard, Williamdficz Duncan

Younpesl son of David I, died {r 1004
in Lifetime of his fatle

William the Lion Duncan ban'MacWilliam slain
second son of Henry the Earl in Bartle of Mam Carvis in
Moray | 1187
Dovenuld Ban, Uuthrﬁ[lfl [resbressre]l el
slain in Moray al Kincardine,
1215 3211

Because of the lapsc of time the sxistence of known relat ionships between the
MacWilliams of the Province of Connaught in the seventeenth century to the MacWilliams
of the above Scottish lineage in the thirteenth century is highly problematical, not
Lty 2ay speculative.

Whatever the deciding factor or factors, Neville McWilliam's story is that te
Scotland this junior, or 'cadet', branch of the de Burgh or Burke Eamily went. 'They
lett the lrish lands of the Earls of Clanricarde and settled ip Scotlamd. The death
certificate of John McWilliam supports this view because it unsamhigususly states, as
recorded, that he was born in Scotland. The vear would have been 1812, By 1844
(January) al least he, and Jjust conceivably his father, Alexander and malther, Anne,
wauld have been back in lreland, forthis was the date of bhirth of their second son,
William and his birthplace was Roscommon, lreland. Incidentally Neville MeWilliam is
quite correcl in saying that his grandfather, John, 'died before my birth'. .John died
in 1881 and Neville was born in 1883.

'"With his wife and family (ultimately of eleven children) he acquired a farming
area on the old Clanricarde estate', writes Neville. This is consistent with Lhe
stories which William used to tell somc of his grandchildren at the end of his life.
lle explained to them that he used to live with his father and molher in the lodge or
galehouse at the entrance Lo the Clanricarde property. His Father, John, was cvident—
ly "in charge' of Lhe land and was presumably the 'sleward' who managed the ssbate.

Although recorded as a contractor im the Enlry of Death it sesms John was an
cxcellenl practical agriculturalist and he possessed a remarkable memory, which no
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doubt was a particularly useful trait in regard to stockbreeding and crop management,

He could well have becn & 'contraclor' Lowards the end of his 1ife in Wew Zealand and
#  specesslul agricolturist before migrating. The occupation of contractor carries a

wide variety of connotations.

I't is doubtful if John actually owned any land on the estate. A common practice

in lreland over a long period of Lime was Tor the landlord to let out his land in
parcels Lo his ‘tenants', The rent was often in the form of labour performed on Lhe
owner's own land, and in return for such service the tenant was permibbted to cultivate
his own small allotment and have Lhe produce of it For his own sustenance. One of the
advances made a4t aboul this time by a more enlightened administration was Lo give Lhe
Lenant. a saleable interest in the portion of land 3o rented. Asx estale manager John
McWilliam would probably have a quantitatively and gqualitatively superior apportion-
ment, and one could surmise Lhat he was the one who supervised the lessecr tenants in
their obligations to the landlerd and, one likes to think, guarded their righls to
Land use.

William used to describe to his grandchildren the family Todge at the entrance
to the egstate as respectable, bul small by comparison with the grand dwelling of the
landlord. Neville records that here on this property, at least for a while, .John Me-
William seems to have prospered.

Il ig highly informative to note that Neville states that the John McWill inm
family consisted, eventually, of eleven children. John's death certilicale pives nine
(five males) and Rebeecca's death certificate (Lwenly years later) shows eight (four
males), The infersnce (rom these figures is that two of their children died hefore
their father and another (a male) after his father but before his mother. The early
demise of young children in Lhe nineteenth century was, sadly, only too common.

Neville McWilliam's account goes on Lo explain that this prosperity of John con-
tinued only wuntil the calamitous Irish potate famine. It has already been recorded
how famine recurred from time te time in lreland, including setbacks with the potato
crop. The calawmitous famine Lo which Neville refers was, however, the worst ever ax-—
perienced. There were two reasons for its extreme severity. One was the lact that
the potatocs werc attacked by a new organizm. Consequently the farmers were ignorant
ol any melhod of coping with it. It was in fact a fungus, known as phytophthora in-
Tectans (meaning literally plant decay infection). The leaves of Lhe potalo plant
developed Lhe dreaded Black spots on Lop and a whitish meuld on the underside while
the tuber became black around the edges and finally degenerated into a black and
entirely inedible pulp. The second reason for the extremily of the disaster of this
plague was the fact that, because nothing was known about it or its treatment, it
resccurred Tor lTour successive seasons. The years were 1845 to 1849, the main initial
impact being felt im the late sprimg of 1846 when the crop should have heen maturing.

Desires Bess—-Fdwards writes (53) of it:—

There had been many terrible potate famines, but no terror was like that
of the years 1845-49. This was partly hecause potato failures followed
one another in quick succession, (and) partly caused by an unknown fungus.
As potatoes are dug in Autumn it is im the following summer that a bad
harvest is felt. The serious failore of 1845 made the summer of 1H4H one
af Appalling saffering.

In the face of such a nalional disaster today one would expect cries from all
sides Tor the povernment to give relief. On this occasion the British government did



{ovontually) make =some kind of feeble effort in the way of aid but the rlassical
phrase of 'too little too late' is a gross understatement of their biascd cfforts,
Cecdl King in his hoaok On Treland wriles (56):-

Irevellyan and his minister Sir Charles Wood (at the time of the potato
tamine 1B45-4Y) must have been unusually heartless people, but Lhe compos—
ition of the (BrivLish) Cabinet had to be borne in mind. Cabinets were
smaller in those days, but three members, Lords Palmerston, Lansdown and
Llanricarde, were lrish landloerds.

Thus we see that the very landlord whose property John MeWilliam managed was a
member of the British government which had the responsibility and oppertunity to
ameliorate the sulfterings and hardships of Lhe people.

This Farl of Clanricarde was Ulick John De Burgh® who died in 1874 (See page 24),
1f he was like his heir he would have been an absentee landlord, living in Logland and
prospering as & result of the fruits of his Irish lands and the sweat of his labour-
era®®,  This covil of the English treatment of the lrish is well known to thosc who
have read the compelling novels of Maria Edgeworth, like Castle Rackrent (1800). The
reference of William McWilliam to the 'big house' on the estate where the landlord
regided suggests, however, that at least some of the time Lord Ulick John was on Lhe
apol on s Tands in Conmaught

Nevertheless the (ailure of the British Cabinet to relieve the victims of the
potato famine was real enough and Ulick John was clearly in & position to do something
aboul i1, 'The real snsg was the public servant at the head of the government depart-
ment, Trevellyan, mentions] above, He was, it seens, a bigoted and dectrinaire dis
ciple of Adam Smith and his notions of laissez-Taire, He advocsated leaving the situa-
tien to the market forces; these would in turn settle the problem and have every-
Lhiing dn o8 satislaclory state In the end. LIn the meantime, of course, the peasants
were starving, Giving them some money, which the British government did evenlually,
was useless. ‘The peasants of Ircland at this time were unfamiliar with the use of
money. They cultivated their plets and lived off rtheir potatoes and other produce for
the whole vear. DLven with a little money in hand there was an almost complate ab-
sence of foodstuff to buy anyway. And then, as Cecil King (57) puts it:-

The eifect of (British) government parsimony was not only felt by the
peasan ks Al Lhe botbom of the secial pyramid but all che way up — more

landlords were ruined, shopkeepers even in prosperous Lowns were bankeupt.,

lowards the end of Lhe famine period the government obtained some grain frowm the
ISA which was only moderately helpful, for the Trish were ignorant of its preparation
and domestic dse. Those who survived naturally turned their thoughts to emigration
which i3 the subject of the next Chapter. Long after the death of Lord Ulick John, AJ
Balfour hecame Prime Minister of Britain (1902-53). His policy was to carry out
extensive reforms in Ireland. ‘le had no sympathy with Lerd Clanricarde and other
despotic absentees who gave their order such a bad name,' writes Terence Whike (58],

This may be a suitable place to finish the story of the earls ot Clanricarde.
The one who was a wember of the British Cabinet, reflerred to above was born in 1802
and died on 10 April 1874, lle was Ulick John De Burgh, e was raised within the
ranks of the Peerage and became Lhe first Marguess of Clanricarde.  Althoungh of ooly
marginal concers Lo Lhe McWilliam Saga, the following insight into the man given by
* Tn 1848 he (and his cousins) were anthorised to resume their ancient name of

De Burgh.

## His preat—greal grandson, the 7th Earl of Harewood refers to his "unsavory

reputation’'. (44 )
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by Countess Granville (larriet) is highly intriguing (60). The year is 1824,

Harriet told G (her sister)... 'The Earl of Clanricarde is aux pieds de
Miss Canning and we arc daily in expectation of the question. He is
fmmensely rich quite good looking enough and very gentlemaniike.,' His
only fault seems to have been an addiction to low company of which it was
hoped his wife might cure him... 'He has bought a magnificent ser of
Diamonds and is ordering a service of plate, De nolre cote we have not
been idle, Mrs Canming has provided lace, veils, gowns, etc. so the orna
mental part of the concern is in great forwardness.' It seemed almost
like tempting Providence but in Lhe event all went well. lord Clanricarde
proposed in Lhe Ewnbassy drawing-room - apparently in public, for Harrict
wrote: 'T never saw two people look so happy and radiant as they both did
during the decisive conversation.'

Uik John was succeeded by his son, the last Earl and second Marquess, for whom
AJ Balfour and many others had such a poor regard. His name was Hubert George (De
Burgh-Canning}, the hyphenated addition resulting from his retaining an inheritance on
Lhe 'distafl" side, His mother's uncle was Farl Canning, Prime Minister (died 1827).
Hubert George was born on 30 November 1B32 and he died on 12.4.1916, Lhe earldom Lhere-
by becoming extinct. Actunlly the official record says: "Al1 the honours became
gxlinct except that for the Earldom of Clanricarde which devolved in accordance with
the special limitation to his kinsman the 6th Marquess of S5ligo. His eslales and
property passed Lo his great nephew Lhe OGth Earl of Harewood who married Lhe Princeas
Royal {Princess Mary) daughter of King George V.'

llenry Blyth writes of him (G1):-

ne of the leading personalities at the British Embassy (Dublin) in 1863
was lord llubert de Burgh, who was later to becowme Earl of Clanricarde: 2

weallly Trish landlord, an 01d Harrovian  and man of some charm, which
was moré than offset by his meanness and intolerance. He was aped 130,
bigoted and obatinate, worldly and selfish, and he had just come from

spemnding ten years as sltache at Turin, He owned a preperty of somc S600U
acres (22,700ha) in East Galway, over which he exerted a feudal and harsh
authority, but he lived in the Albany, in Piccadilly, and never visired
Ireland if he could possibly avoid it., He was something of a rake, and
his interest in women stopped well short of marriage. He cared not a job
tor public epinien, and pursued his own course in life with little thought
[or athers. ..

Lord de Burgh was a senior member of the embassy., and was Lherefore
looked up to by Lhe junior wmembers, who were impressed not only by his
seniorily bul al=o hiz cynicism. ..

These 2Z2-odd thousand hectares were officially calculated to produce an annual
income of over £24 000. His principal residence in Ireland was Portumna Castle,
county Galway — not, be it noted, Roscommon. Galway and Roscommon are adjoining
counties, cast Galway being contigucus with west Roscommon. It is probably a fairly
sate assumption Lo say thal some of the msny thousands of hectares would have been in
Roscommen .

The Blue Mountains (NSW) town of Lawson, where William McWilliam's second son,
Horace, was Rector in the early 1930s, possessed a postman of some erudition and much
knowledge in matters heraldic. His name was Wilfred Tillas. Tn a letter to Herace
dabted 22 June 1931 he wrote:=

It i5 pvident that... the Clan Hiccard, Burke and McWilliam Families of
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Connaught are different branches of the same gencalogical Lree. Viscount
Lascelles; husband of Princess Mary (only daughter of King Goorge YV and
(ueen Mary), inherited the hupe lortune of the late Lord Clanricrari (sic)
of Fortumna Castle, Gulway. Ile (ic Viscount Lascelles) was a nephew and
theretore must he connected with the Burkes and McWilliams... The late
Lord Clanticcard was a deapicable old miser, but many of his ancesLors were
held in high esteem in Connaught; hence the following verse [rom an old
Irish ballad by Thwmss Davis¥®:-

"For often in O'Connor's Van
To triumph dashed each Connaught Clan
And Ileel as deer the Normans ran
Thrf.‘ﬂ]g]‘l Corlicus Pass and Ardraban.,

fnd later Lines saw deeds as brave:
Al glory guards Clanriccarde's prave -

Sing Oh! vhey died 1their land to save, :
At Aughrim's slopes and Shannon's wave."

The accounts given by Henry Blyth and the lawson postman, Wilfred 1Lillas are
convincingly corroborsted in the autobiography of George Lascelles, seventh Larl of
Harewoud. He writes (02):-

My father inherited a fortune from an eccentric grest-uncle, Lord Clan
ricarde, whose sister (Lady Elizabeth de Durgh) married my great-grandlalih-
er, anl whose mother was the daughter of George Canning, the Prime Minister
(1770-1827). My father was wounded several times in the 1914-18 war, and
once on leave he was going Lo lunch at the St James Club when he recopniged
his great-uncle sitting in a corner. Lord Clanricarde was not at all pop-
nlar in Lendon, any more than in Treland, where he had property: in fact
he seems to have been a very disagreeable old man. In any case, my (ather,
oul of manners, wenl to sit with his prest-uncle for half an hour before
Lunch. 1n 1910 Lord Clanricarde died, leaving all his money to my father,
to the great fury of my grandfather,

The present wriler remembers the rumours in 1927 which said that King George and
Quesn Mary were kesn for their daughter, Princess Mary, to marry this Ihheritor af
Lord Clanricarde's wealth, because he was so rich., Ar any rabte il can be assumed I hLal
the lortune acquired by the sixth Earl of Harewood was no hindrance to the marriape
and its success,

Lord Clanricarde's great-grand-nephew goes on (63):-

Old Lord Clanricarde had an apartment in (the) Albany, and was so mean that
rumour hail it he used Lo search the dusthins of Piccadilly to see if they
contained a decenl bit of bread for his lunch... A viary odd man.

lhe official record finishes:— 'His estates and property passed to his eresat-
nephew, the 6th Earl of Harewood who married the Princess Royal.' To clarify the re-
lationship between the Earl of Clanricarde and the Earl of Harewood a Family tree
charlt is shown on the ncxt page. '

To bring the story up to the present day let it be pointed nut that according to
Burke's Irish Family Records (A1) there is a junior branch of the family of rhe ex—
Linct Marquesses of Clanricarde which today is headed by Major John Hubert de Burgh MC
of Oldtown, county Kildare. lle served in World War TT, is the owner of Oldtown Scud,

# There was a poet, Thomas Osborne Davis (1814-45). One of his poems
was called 'The Welcome'.



Steward of the Irish Turf Club and a member of the Irish National Hunt Committee and a
menber ot the racing board. He was bern on LV February 1921 and cducated at Stowe. lHe
and his wile, Clare Suzannah (nee Shennan) have Lhree children, Huberl David Joho born
17 February 1954, William llenry Douglas (20 November 1959) and Carcline Clare (21 Hov-
cmber 145607,

FAMILY TREE CHART
CONNECTION BETWEEN THE EARLS OF CLANRICARDE AND HAREWOOD

George Lanning

PHIIHE?

Harriet "Canning m. Mick John de Burgh
lst Marquess of Clan-
ricarde 1B02-74

Hubert] George de DBurgh Lady Elilabcth m. llenry Lascelles
2nd Marguess of Clan- de Burgh Grhy Earl of Hurewood
ricarde 18321916 1825-54 1824-92
King George ¥V m. Princess Henry Ulick lﬂgfﬂlrﬂﬁ
Mary of Teck 5th Barl of larewood
l-Hiqi'JTl‘}}l*J

Princess Mary The m. chryILasceilcs 6th Earl
Princess Roval l ol Harewood 1B82-1947

George Hen }'l Hubert
Lascelles 7th Farl of
Harecwood 7.2.1923
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