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CHAFTER 11

[Emi Ly

Emily Cunningham survived her sister, Mary ('Maria') Fantham, by four years and
four months. She was seven yearzs or so younger. She was born ino Roscommon, Trelaod,
probably in the year 184%. The designation of her birthplace on a copy of Entry of
Death harmonises with the account given so far of the history of her parents, John
and Rebecca McWilliam, their family and thedir movemenls.

A romantic tale is associated with Emily's advent to New Zealand and, as promis-
ed (page 41), it will now be related. Her granddaughier, Joyee Resder Harris, (nee
Harkness) wriles (o, 19580):-

How re Emily McWilliam she was engaged to ek (Richard) Cunningham in
Ulster but eloped wilh his younger hrother, James, to Christchurch, New
Zenland ., They married and had nine or ten children. James died early...

This quotation prompls varions comments. The first is to say that it is inter
esting Lo note that Richard (Dick) Cunningham came from Ulster. Ulster is, ot course,
the neighbouring province of Connsughl, but Lhe nearesl part of the county of Ros-
commens Lo Lhe nearest part of Uleter {county Termanagh) is a distance of rather more
than 20 kilometres and the town of Roscommon is some 170 kilometres as the crown flies
from Beltast. 1t is easy Lo imagine Dick and Emily hecoming acquainted, mavbe DHck's
farming inLeresis or other gccupation taking him to Roscommon from whalever part of
IMater he lived in, It is possible to exercise fantasy further and Lo hypolhesise
that Imily, after the belrothsl Lo Dick, returned to visit Dick's family home in the
norlLhern province.,  There, one may assume, she met Dick's brother, James. Havbe James
showed out well in contrast, in the young women's eves. By Lhis Lime, Lhe scenario
mighl have heen as follows.  William was already in Kew Zealand. The young people,
James and Emily, now head over hecls in love, conspire Lo run away to that far country.
and be married, in spite of Emily's engagement to Dick. Do Lhey voyapge on Lhe same
ship ¥ The Beader may decide Tor himsell:  what the official record shows is that
Emily aml James Cunningham were married in Christchurch, New Zealand. No date is
given but Emily is rccorded as being 18 years of age at the Lime, Lhus making Lhe year
about 18LT.

If it is correct that Mary came out with her mother aod was wsreiel Lo AL Fan—
tham in 186%, whal was going on during the intervening two years between the weddings
ol rthe two sisters 7 Did Rebececa McWilliam leave her sixtecen-vear—old daughter, Emily,
in Ireland and voyage to New Zealand in 1865 with Mary 7 With mother, father, elder
sister and broLher all oul of the way din New Fealand a switch of fiances and an clop
menl. would have been easier (and therefore morc likely). An "elopment' involvinog
travelling on the sawme ship as welher (Bebecca) and a Lwo-year long wait on arrival at
Christohurch, would have been an anticlimax to the steory and thus the word 'elopment'
would seem something of a misnomer.

dctually James and Emily Cunningham had ten children and James would have died
in the LH90s.  Ho dooubt Dick hesrd of Lhe decease of his brother and, in true romantic
story slyle, decided that his First love was the woman for him, in spite of the lapse
of something close te thirty vears. FPresumably he had remained unmarried in Lhe in-
terim.  Another dinference is Lhal he bore ne lasting grudge apainst Fmily For i tch-
ing"' him and marrying James. Anyway the facts are that Emily married her late
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hosbaml's brother, Richard { "Dick'} Cunningham, when she was apged abont 47, 1e approx-
imately the yvear 18%%.  The ceremony took place, according to the Intry of Death Ceort-
ificate, in Auckland.

T is regrelbalile Lo have to report the anticlimax. Joyece KHecder Harris's
narrative poes oni-—

T don't think the secoml marriapge was a great success and Uncle Fred
{Emily's eldest son)} moved his mother and family to Calliope Road, Devon-
porl..  The Aunls {ie Emily's daushilers) never liked their step-father -
they called him "U.D." (Uncle Dick).

Devonport is just norch of Auckland, close bto Lhe Cily.

In verification of the sad ending to Emily's sccond marriage, here is part of a
mems by her grandseon, Scoth Harkoess (19800:-

Dick, as the second husband was known, was o particularly clever man wheo
was dux of his college or universiLy in [relaml amd was o landecape gard-
gner ol repute, hut his marrizpe did not last leng, as he was an alcoholic
and absolutely uncontrollable when in his "cups". When the marriage hroke
up Nana (Emily) Cunningham lefl Christchurch, bringing all her family to
AuckIand,

Derel: Cunningham, a grandson of James Cunningham, reports that the university
which Richard atlended and st which he gained such distinction was Trinity College,
fublin. The oldest and most prestigious university in lIreland, this Lop Lertiary
institution of learning is named in & manner slightly conflusing to those wsed tao
English universibies and their nomenclature. Oxford University, Cambridge Univers-
ity and the rest consist of a number of colleges (twenty or so) and Lhe sam of these,
together with certain statutory entities, administralive groups and so on make up the
corporate universily. Tn Dublin the actual name of the whole university is '"Trinity
Collepe!', iteelf made up of & number of units or colleges, in Lhe Fnglish sense.
strictly the formal nswe is "Trinily Coflege, the University of Dublin,'

Ecgarding the origin of the Cunnioghan family, Joyee Reeder Harris writes:-

The Cunninghams (and McWilliams) and others were Scottish people sent over
to Wster, lreland, by Cromwsll io 166007 to quell the Cathelics and they
sellled there, There was a General Cunningham in a later generalicn in
charge of the British Armv who was reputed as being a relative.

Az has been argoed, the McWilliams were perhaps going Lo Scotland at that time
(1653), if they went at all, and they returned to lreland about Lhe begionning of the
ninctecnth century.  No doubl Jovee is ripghl, however, when she writes that the Cunn
inghams ware parlk ol the "plantation of Ircland' which certainly went on under Crom-—
well (and other earlier rulers). Cromwell died in 1658, consequently it would have
heen a little earlier than stated Lhat Lhe Cunninghams settled in Ulster, or mavbe it
was under the scheme of dispossession which he and his predecessors had instigated. TL
waz King James I (1603 25) who gave a great fillip Lo Lhe system of attempting to
protestantise lreland by introducing loval and hard-line anti-papists.

The descendants of the three siblings, Mary Faotham, William McWilliam and Emily
Cunningham, are listed in subsequent Chapters and some detail of their bhiography is
recorded where (£ s known.



