William McWilliam Sellles in New Zealand

About the vear 1951 the second son of William MeWilliam, Horace, compleled lis
life's Memoirs, He named them 'By Rough Paths and Smooth'. He commences them with
the following paragraph (69):-

My Talher, William McWilliam, was borm on 17th January, 1844, and was the
socond son of John MeWilliam, who owned s small estate in County Roscommon,
Frovince of Connaught, Ireland. There was a large lamily all of whom were
born on Lhe fawmily estave. When my father was about 18 he decided to
leave his home, to seek his lTortune across Lhe geas.  This was a big step
in those days, but young William had ambition, courage, faith and
enlterprise, ..

It will be noted that llorace writes that John McWilliam owned an estate in Ros-
comnon, T has lween sugpested earlier in this history that ownership was not of the
Land (it was in the possession ol the privileged laodlord) but what was owoned was the
tenants right to work the land. llow else could it be that John and his family 1ived
in the lodge at Lhe enlrance Lo the Clanricarde estate ? Horace also reports in this
passage that all the children of John were born on the estate., 'This required that
John and Kebecca were there in Roscommon at the latest shortly after their marriage in
whonl. 1833, for Lhe family would of course include the eldest son, also by the name of
John, and he was born about 1838, Tn any case Mary's Death Certiticate stipulates
that she was born in England.

llorace has already been gquoted as recording his father's arrival in New Zealand
at Dunedin and immediate move to Greymouth (on the West Coast of the South Tslanid)
where an asguaintance advised hin te obtain a post as clerk in the gold tields. The
memoirs of lHorace go on

Hee Llien procesded as suggested, and was soon comfortably settled in
Hokitika and earning good money. He did not acteally work in the gold
mines, but learnt all about the process, and knew how te value the gald
which the miners brought to the store te pay their bills. Later on he
moved to another field, furrther in the mountains of this rugged country,
and =gt up in business for himself.

Holkitika is not much more than thirty kilomebres south of Greymoulh which is oas
the West Ceast nearly 180 kilometres right across the island, north-west of Christ-
chorch., William did, at some stsge al any rale, actually prospect for gold. He took
the proscnt writer to @ nearby stream in the Blues Mountains of NSW about a year hefore
he died and demonstrated the skill of panning for gold. le found no trace of gold, of
course, but he did show clearly thal he was a master of the art of searching by this
method, ie panning for alluvial gold.

What does William himsell say of his first arrival in New Zealand Y His brietf
autobicgraphical note (written in the year of his death, 1930) has already been guotedl
Cpape 400, T poes onz—

1l was not long idle (after arrival in New Zealand) amd T was aollered a
posilion of bookkeeper at a fairly large business at Leithfield (a town
not quite 40km north-east of Christchureh). Just at that time the great




goldrush set in at lokitiks and Greymouth. Nobody could talk of anyihing
glse but the gold ficlds. | got the gold Fever and was il with thousands
ol others. TL Look us fourleen days Lo walk, with a2 swap, the 180 miles
{north-west) crossing rivers waist-high, and all bush country. We had
nothing to ent for the last three days. There were no accommodatbion
houses for most of the way, T meay say here there were four of us in com-
pany, Al helore putting a pick in the ground two of my mates returned
back to Christchurch. 1 stood ocut against any such vourse. There were
now only two of us and we were on gold on the third day after arriving
thers, T was voung and strong, and I loved the lite. The bush was alive
with pigeons and Kauka birds, so we had plenty to eat. T had a gun and
used it for our daily mesl.

Perhaps llorace meant that his father only commenced to wark in the gold Tields
after he had been occupied as a clerk and before he 'pot the gold fever', What a joy
ours comment Trom an old man dreaming of long ago: 'I was young and atrong, and 1 Tawvedl
the life,' Although llorace asserts, or rather implies, that William went to the West
Coast from Dunedin, it is clear from the above quotation of William that the parcy of
four sel oul Froam Christchurch, because he recounts that two of Lhe group 'relurned
back to' that City.

William one time cxplainced te the prescnt writer that although he did well aut
of his gold enterprise, he fell that the outcome was alwavs chancy. Success depended
s muelh oon luck, as well as other factors. lle considered thar he saw nwiprs prospect ol
profit and sccurity in providing services and poods lor the prospectors, than in en
gaging in searching himsel{., Thus he established a store and acted as a gold huver
and retailer of necessities, As his son, Horace put it, 'Later on he moved] Lo another
fField, further in the mountains of Lhis ropged country, and set up in business for
Iimse] I, "

In his old age his most vivid memory was the threat of, and, on one occasion,
Lhe near actuality of encounter with, bushrangers. He ends his autobiographical memo
(written in 1930):

veu # Wesl Coast ushranper pang started their terrible murders. L had
met one of those whe fell inte their hands. | met young Dobson who was
examining Lhe Grey River valley for a road from Grevmouth to the Little
Grev. They murdered him by mistake. If they stuck a man up, Lhal was Lhe
end of him. ‘hey murdered Dobson because Lhey were hiding in the bush
wailting for a Mr Fox, a gold buver who T knew personally. |he bushrangers
were expecling Mr Fox who did not go down that bush track (Lhe one they
were expecting him to take). They were Burgess, Levy, Kelly and Sullivan.
Sullivan got a free pardon (by turning Cueen’'s evidence) and the other
three were hung.

Williaw tcld Lhe present writer about his giving up his associations with the
gold fields. The goldmining fever is like the addiction of a drug-Laker, evidently.
There is always thec tcmptation to have another shot, He had decided to give awav the
adventurcus life and, come whst may, stop his gold-seeking. He and a group of like-
minded mates were journeving to (or was it from 7) Greymoulh when they came upon an
area of country which their experience as goldpseskers told them was highly auriferous.
Their resolution weakened., The land rosc up from a creek and Lhe whole formation and
appearance of the soil supgested Lo Lhem that this was the place for gold. But what
ot their determinalion to give up !

As a result of a hurried deliberation a decisien was reached which allowed thew




Lo satisty their curiosity and test their perspicacity on the one hand and hald to
Lheir resolution and keep conscience clear on the other. They would turn over ONE sod
af the slate=like soil and examine 1Ly Dbul Lhen Lhey would move on whalever Lhey
found. The sod was duly turned, and, le and behold, clinging to its underside glislen—
cd pold in abundance., Did they keep to their resolve 7 Yes, te a man. At the time
William recounted Lhis experience the precious find was still Lhere as Tar As he knew.
Hopelnl enquities hy the present writer slicited the lact from William that the locat-
ion of the discovery was at a spot about five miles south-west of Greymouth.

Why did William decide to abandon his life an the gold fields when he was evide-
ntly prospering ao Y We are leit to guess. FPerhaps his gold fover was in the process
of heing cured;  maybe his youlhful energy and adventurous spirit were beginning*teo
dim. Perchance he saw better prospects for himself in a town like Christchurch. There
was another possibility. 1t could be - indeed it was tact - that a girl was coming
into the picture.  His son, Horace, writes in his memoirs (/U ):-

«o back in England, in the city of Leicester, there livéed ... voung
Tady, named] Mes (Charlotte) Pell, whose hoshand died suddenly, leaving her
with a family of six small children... In due course she was wooed and

marvied by A well edocated young man named bBdwin Frederick Barnett, a
school teacher of leirester. Tn vLime two children were born of this mar-
riage - a son and a daughter®. The former died in infancy, while the lat
Ler grew up A strong healthy child. She was born 18 July 1853, "MHer name
wag Rosina... The young couple decided to go to Australia to live, and so
in due course, arrived with all their voung children, in Melbourne. lerc
Mr Barnett scon found an opening for his talents as a School Master, in
variouws schools in and around Melbowrne.  On her arcival in chis new ciby
little Rosina was nine years of age. Apgain, for some unknown reason,
angtlier "move" was made, this time te the West Coast of the South Lsland
al New Zealand. Their new home was o o8 small Lown, #3L Lhe mooth of &
river (the New River), named Marsden,., (Marsden is a teown 13km south of
Groymouth).

Tt was here that William MeWilliam mel Lhe Barnetis, Fdwin Frederick and his
wife, Charlotte, and their daushter, Rosina. llorace continues the story:

William McWilliam being enpgapesd in business in the neighbourgood, soon
tound Mr and Mrs Barnett and their dawghter, most kind and hospitable to
him, & lonely lad Trom Trelaasd. -

William and Rosina were married on 29 March 1870, three and a half months shorrc
of the 17 -year-old Bride's next birthday. But first there was a hitch, as Horace
pxplains:-

1The wedding was arranped, but therc was no resident minister to perform

the ceremony, =0 they just had to wait until he should arrive, which was a
very uncertain quantity. Young McWilliam's occupation was away out in the
dense bush, at a settlement called "The Saddle", where there was a rough
tlance hall, which was used for all sorts ol gatherings, including Church
Services. The Bridesroom-to-be had secured a nice little cottage for their
Euture home, and eagerly awaited the visit of the Clergyman, Al last,
having heard that he was on his way thither down the mountains, young Me-
William sent an urgent message down to the Barnctt familv at Marsden.
Eusina accompanicd her father and mother (to the Saddle) that aflernoon.

Incidentally, Horace then interpolales an enigmatic and tantalising sentence:
'"Bound about these dates (ie 1870-71) two brothers and two sisters of William came out

# pccording te her son, Neville, she was born in Hampshire and spent her young girl-
hood near Leicester {8t Narhorough).
# L seens Horace was wrong here. She was born in 1852,




William and Kosina McWilliom. Easina’s father, Edwin Barnett
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from Treland and seltled on Lhe West Coast and in Christchurch, an the East Coast res-
pectively.' These pirls could have been the two vounger daughters of Jolin and Rehecoa
but more likely lorace is referring to Mary and Emily, though, as we have seen, they
would have come oul Trom Treland Tive or six years earlier than the dates indicated.
Tl should he noted that, according to llorace, it was the girls who setlled in Christ-
church. It was there, of course, that both Maria and Emily were married.

Soon alter the birth of their first baby, Frederick William, on 21 March 1871,
William and Reosina McWilliam moved to Christchurch where they remained for abour 18

VEOEED S .

Neville McWilliam, William and Rosina's eighth child, sums up the events
recounted in Lhe preceding hall dozen pages by writing (March 1954):-

In 1862 my father, William, lcft home for New Zealand, partly From an acute
attack of "the gold Tever" and partly from dissatisfaction with the poor
prospects offered by the worked-out farm. He ultimately "tried his luck"
on the pold fields of the South lsland of his adopted country. Here he met,
and in due course, married oy mother, the davghter of an English school
masber,  He (the schoolmaster) had abandened a comfortable living ar a
preparatory school for the great Public Schools of Enpland, in the search
for gold, & pursuit for which he had no qualifications whatever.

Edwin Frederick Darnctt was a man of standing amd accomplishments. His precise
qualitications, though nil, sccording to his grandson, Neville, for gold seccking, are
real bul uncertain,  There is in the possession of the present writer an imposing=laok-
ing fdocument, measuring some 4/Umm by 3BUmm and reading:-

NEW ZEALAND EDUCATION DEPARTMENT
{Britieh Coat of Arms)

Teachers Certificate of Altainments and Ffficiency

Class E Ddvision 3

{Abstract of Class Standards 1878 E. The subjects of instruct
ion in the Public Schools of New Zealand.)

This is teo wertify Lhat Edwin Frederick Barnett has given
sulisfactory evidence of attainments in learning entitling
him te be placed in Class E of Teachers holding Certificates
under the Education Act 1877, that his experience as a Public
school Teacher and his practical skill in the art of Teaching
and School Management qualify him for Division 3 and that he
is accordingly rated as of Class E Division 3,

Wellington July lst 1879 (Signed) E. Grey (7)
Entered, Vol.l Folio 246 Minister of Fducation
Wm Jas Habens(7?) Tnspector General

of Schools

Pul simply the Tact of the matter is that the "Class E' indicales "Allainmenls
in lTearning by examination' of a minimum fur teaching purposes; though the 'DMvision
3" was the middle of the range (1 - 5) and depended upon 'experience and practical
skill' in the classroom. It is probably a fair summary of its meaning Lo say thal EF
Barnett, though academically inclined, was specially noted for his teaching and

practical skills.



There is some evidence to verify this latler statement. Held by the present
writer is a book of Peamanship. lts contents is beyond the dreams of Loday's hand-
writers. It is above all a work of arl as will be scen from the reproduction of the
First page shown below.

The initisals of the Caligrapher 'L F B!

The artistry of which the book is composed is entirely the creation of Edwin
Frederick Barnett and executed with a quill and in the best tradition of the copper-
plate caligrapher. Upstrokes are thin and presaure strokes gracefully adorn the
pat.lerns as they widen to broad. Thus the first page of the book shown here conaists
of the three letters, E F B, though the ornamentation is bewildering in its complexily.
Woven inte the first letter, F, can be seen n swan's beak, head and neck, the body be-
ing Lhe lower 'leg' of the E. This leg, it will be observed, ends in a face, a dis-
torted face, witl a gargoyle-like grimace. The three lerters contain a bemusing
assortment of forms and shapes, [(aces, spirals and swirls., A total of thirteen actual
visages can be counted, all interlaced with, and an intepgral parl of, the three lett-
ers E F B, TIn Lhis book of Penmanship there are no less than 42 pages. A couple of
them are, interestingly enough, incomplete. The book is dated from 20 April L1B43 to
12 May 18/0. Thus it could be described as a lifetime's work.

In writing to his brother, Horace, in February 1942, Neville says:-

Some [urther facts about Grandfather Barpett may be of interest bto you, if
you do not already know them. In England he was a master at a school
{prep. school) which prepared boys for Eton asnd other public schools. From
my personal knowledge 1| should regard him as a ripe scholar for his time,
as well as a lirst-class teacher. As an old man (Neville was eleven when
his grandfather died) he taught me the intricacies of "Long Division" in
about hall an hour, a subject which had previously (been) hopeless to me.
{Neville was, of course, without sight). On Lhe same afterncon we went
through the “Lays of Ancient Rome" (Maczuley) for English Grammar. He
gave me a thorough understanding of the rules eof Syntax, which made the
mastery of both Latin and Trench Grammar comparatively easy.

Neville Lhen takes the account of his maternal grandfather further in Lhe sane
letter to his brother:-

It has been said that Crandfather opened the first private school in

=i




Melbiurne in Il mivties of last century at what was then Emerald Hill

{now Sputh Melbourne). TFather told me that although Grandtather had B ven
up teaching for some years (in New Zealand) he sat for an examination for
"Board School™ mmsters without preparation, and was immediately successiul,
being appointed to a scheol at Gibbs Valley, and later at Governor's Bay
out of Christchurch. Therealter, as you know, he established his own
school on Lhe North Belt (Christchurch).

The reason that Neville is able to write that his brother "would know' for surc
about Ldwin's own school on the North Belt is that Horace attendad that school aml his
brict accounl, which follows, supports the claim that EF Barnett was s skilled
tescher. This is how Horace expresses it in his memoirs (/1 ):-

A5 | was prowing to be a big bhoy T was sent to my Urandfather's
private school, which he conducied at his home, ... on the North Belt ...
the school was held in a nice, light airy room, which he had built at the
rear of hig two-storey home. He had about 20 pupils, who were bright and
happy boys. I learnt much from his teaching, though T was still fuite
young. UBesides being an excellent classical master, as well as an oul-
standing historian, he was a brilliant 'penman' with the quill...

Horace ends his account of his maternal grandfather, with some bathos, as
o Follows:

lle was also a writer of plays which he intended for dramatisation, In
tact he prodeced one himself, in one of the smaller theatres in Christ-
chureh, and T still remember the night. T was taken to sce it produced and
liow, at the interval, the auwlience shouted "author", "author" and how
thrilled | was when my grandfather nervously appeared 1n Eront of the
curtain. TL was not a financial success, and so the many other "eflorts"
which he had spent so much time upon never saw the light of day.

A copy of the Entry of Death of 'Edwin Barnett' has become availahle, hut some
o doubt has been expressed {Lhough only a little) as to whelher it refers to Edwin
Irederick Barneti, the father of Rosina or te some other, The main anomaly on Lhe
form is Lhal it shows the wife as 'Charlotte Hall'., First of all it should be said
Lhat there is ne reference in any of the surviving records to the given name of Edwin
Barnett's wife, ie Rosina's mother. Let us presume it was Charlotte, as the Teath
Certilivate records. As for the surname, Hall, there are Lwo pessibilities, TFamily
tradition gives only her name after her firsl marriage: it was PELL. One possibil-
ity is that, handwritten, this name has heen mistakenly transcribed as "Ha11', a more
ommmon surname, no deubl. The gther pessibility is that Charlotte's maiden pname was
in fact Hall. The present writer inclines to the Tirst explanation of the Anomal v,

Another discrepancy in connection with Edwin's desth certificate is that Lhe
deceased's occupation is set out as settler: yet we know that he was a =chooclteacher
most. of his life. Edwin's father, William, by name, is also deseribed as a 'scttler'
and this perhaps implies that he set out from England (with his son) and both took up
land, or, more likely, that at first they made an attempt to scarch for gold., Mayhe
Fiwin was a 'schoolteacher—setller'. !

The third detail leading to the doubt about whether the Enlry of Death refers
Lo Rosina McWilliam's father is that, under the heading of surviving issue, three
males arc shown and one female. The age of the lalier would be approximately correct
for kesina al the time of her father's death, but what of the three males ? FF Bar—
nett and his wife had only two children and the boy died in inTancy., The simple



explanation that comes Lo mind is that the supplier of the details of the Death Cert-
ificate included three of the six children of 1he wife's former marriage. What of
e olLher three of the six of the first marriage 7 They might have predeceased their

step-father. It is possible. The youngest of these, however, was born about 1848,
consequently EF Barnett must have married his wife after this date, but he married at
Lhe age of 24, ic about 1839, according to the Death Certificate. Was this, then,
anpther Edwin Barnett and nobt Rosina's father at all 7

The view of the present writer is that the document does reler to Edwin Fred-
erick Barnere, Rosina McWillism's father. Otherwise there would be teo many
coincidences to accept. Two Barnetus, both by the Christian name ot Edwin, born
about the game vear, who arrived in New Zealand al approximately indenvical vimes and

prssed away almost simultancously, as well as having davghters ol similar age.

An interesting memento is held by one of Fdwin's great—granddaughters, Barbara
Golder (nee Levick). Lt is an impressive-looking pen and ink stand, bearing the
informative inscription:-

Presented to E.F, Barnett Fsq,
by his old I:Illllj.]'.:‘l
on the occasion of his leaving
Victoria for New Zealand August 18064
Te swmmary, Lhen, EF Barnett's story is that, born about 1815, he married a
young widow of Leicester, probably Charlotte Pell by name. Charlotte {(nee Hall?) had
six ¢hildren by her former marriage and two by her second, the older dying in

infancy. The younger was named Rosina and was born in Hampshire, as Neville
"Mistinetly remembers' her mentioning. The couple migrated to Malbourne,

fccording to Neville, Rosina did net join Lhem until later, but resided with a
brother of her tather, Joseph Barnett, at Narborough, a town some ten kilomerres son'
sou'! west of Leicester. From this emerges another inconsistency. Neville's sister,

Elvira Levick, enguired by letter afl the Rector of Marborowgh in 1937 about the
records of her mother's relatives. She received a reply that at the church is an
inscription:-—

In a wault beneath rests the body of Joseph Barnett, who died Feb 8th
1839 aged 53 years. Also of Martha Barnett, relict of the above, who
tied Jan 3rd 1855 aged 66 years,

Mow Rosina was not born until 1832, consequently she could not have lived with
the person mentioned above who died in 1B3Y. Perhaps the explanation could be that
this Joseph was the father of the Joseph Barnett with whom Tikble Rosina lived till
slie joined her parents in Melbourne. He might also have been the father of Edwin
Barnaett as well as the next mentioned, Robert. The same Rector reported:

Un a stone te the left of this was engraved Hobert Barmett, who died lst
Dec. 18E1 aged 72 years. ..

The ages of these four, father Joseph Barnmett (born ¢.1786), amd his three sons,
Rohbert {(horn ¢.1809), Joseph and Edwin (born c. 1815) harmonise satisfactorily with
the above suppositicn.

The same FEnglish Rector of Karborough reports that there are several graves in

closc proximity to the Barnett group, this juxtaposition suggesting strongly Lhat
those huried Lthere were a11 related. They are William Mortimer, died 27 May L797;
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Flizabeth Mortimer his wife who died 1 May 1835; Mary Mortimer who died 16 October
1837+ and 'Martha, the daughter of the late Thomas and Mary Mortimer, died June 2Z5th
1785, aped 23 years'. 'There arc others all by the name of Mortimer: John (died 1//2),
Mary (1773}, James (1767) and Thomas (1769). This connecction with the Mortimer Family
supports the contention mentioned by Neville Lhat Lhe Barnetts were related to the
Mortimer family, as had been the de Burgh-McWilliam family wilh Fdmomd Marlfmer, Barl
af March back in the fourteenth century. (See page 11),

Reverting, then, to the story of Resina, it seems Tikely than if she did oou
travel with her parents, she must have voyaged to Victoria very soon after them. Fven
hatl she heesn aped 90 as Horace allepes, or 8 as Neville asserts, she would have been
in Melbourne by L8A1 at the earliest and no later than 1862, As the inscriplion on
the presentation memento to Edwin states,he (and presumably all his family) left for
New Zealand in Aupuost 18640 Toeidentally, there was unlil recent times a well catab
lished independent school, with a good reputation, in Emerald Hill (now South Mel-
Boanrne) known as 50 Kilda Granmar School. Rosina's newspaper obituary (230 December
1924 ) states:-

Mra MeWilliam was the daughter of the late LI, Barnett of Leicester (Eng-
Tand), founder of the Tirst private school in Emerald Hill, Victoria, now
known as 5t kilda, Melbourne,

William and Reosina MeWilliam had eleven children altogether, the [irst, Fred-
grick William, while they were on the West Coast of New Zealand and the youngest,
Norman Carrvington, in Swdney.  All Lhe rest were born in Christchurch, New Zealand.

Moving from the West Coast of the South Island about 1871 'my father settled in
Lhe capitsl of the Soutl Island, Christchurch, where as a werchant he prospered, '
wrote Neville, Horace, their second son, and third (surviving) chilid, was born al
'"Rose Cottage', Conference Street, Christchurch (on 27, L1 1877), but the family moved
a number of times, to =such loeslions in Christchurch as the Norch Belt, Bryce's house,
opposite the River Avon and finally, to the two-storey house 'which [ather hought Erown
Dr Brivben in Vicroria Streec,' to guote Horace's words.

0f the eleven children, three died in infancy. They were Tney (apged six),
Mortimer (abeout six menths) and Walter (aged two). The remaining eight, who with
their children, will be dealt with in several ol Lhe following Chapters, were as
follows: Fredericl Willigm, Annie, Horace, Daisy, Elvira, Neville, Ruby and Normano.

This was a happy, vital and ssecessful lamily, bul Lhere was one calamitous banc
which struck to mar it. Some of the children were born blind and all of them had de-
feclive eyesiphl, Lo A grealer or lesser degree. Those congenitally sightless, or
nearly so, were Neville, Norman and Walter. Horace sventually had an unsucoessiol
cataract operation and was blind for the last 26 years of his life. That the cheer-—
fulness and achievement of this family conbinued in spite of Lhe deadening handicap is
a glowing tribute to the personal resource and courage of William and Resina, partic-
ularly Lhe mother, as evenls were to prove. lThe liveliness, vigour and enterprise of
the children is alsc a measure of their determinabtion in the lace of this great adver-
sity. What was the cause of this uniformly poor eyesight which afflicted every member
of this (amily 7 As will be described later William had sear perlecl vision up £ill
the time of his death, barely needing glasses to peruse the newspaper at the age ol
86. Rosina had good sight. 'The only feasible hypothesis, it sccms to the present
writer, is that put forward by Rosina MeWilliam's eldest living granddaughter, also
Rosina — Rosina Howells (nee Leviek)., She suggests that it was an incompalbibiliLy of



Hlood Lypes between the parents, ie opposing blood groups. llowever that may be, of
the 27 prandchildren of William and Rosina McWilliam none has (or had) the samc poor

eyesight, nor have the great-grandchildren.
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