CUAPTER 13

New Zealand Lo Australia

William McWilliam was placid, kindly and tolerant, 'a very gquiet, spare man' as
his prambdanghter, Rosioa, recalls. Tallish (perhaps 5 feet 10 inches = 1/8cm) with
bluc, blue eyes, usually twinkling, he had a.neat comely beard and stond straighl. He
spoke in a cultured, resonant veice, with no trace of atfectation or Irish dialect.
Thraughont many changes and vicissitudes every member of this MeWilliam family retain
el @ mellifluous speaking voice with its educated quality. Tt has heen handed cn [ram
generation to generation and continues to resist the temptation to succomb to colenial
degeneralion. William was s man ol great prolaty in his personal life, and of upright-
ness in business. lle and his wife gave an unaffected lead in religious practice amnd
devotion. Horace wrives (72):

Here it was (S5t luke's Church, Chrastehurch, N7Z) that my parents used Lo
wolrahip Sunday after Sunday, with all their family, and near our pew woulidl
#lao be Grandlalher and Grandmovher Barnett, 1 have a Prayver Boolk, which
they used to use between them, which T greatly prize, as they alterwards
gave 1t to my mother and she to me,

What was William's oceupation 7 His son, Neville, records Lhat when he seld [ el
at Christchurch he prospercd as a merchant, [lis oldest living granddaughter writes:-
"When T asked my mother what he did for a living, she would reply, "He was a gentle
man"'! A copy of William's Death Certificate shows his occupation as that of 'Retired
Storckeeper'. On the Birth Certificate of at least two of his eldest sons, Farher's
Occupnlion is given as "Tohacconiat'. lt seems certain that in Chriscchureh he owned
at least one shop, possibly several and alse at various times purchased propertiss as
business investments. llorace writes (73):-

{Farly on) Mr Barnerct wrote to (my Father) from Christchurch, suggesting
that my father should come and start in business in that City, as there
geemed to he gool prospects Tor success, My father acled on Lhis advice,
and opened a tobacco and fishing tackle shop in Colombo Street, which he
carried on until the early months of 18490, when he sold out and woved Lo
Sydney.

The impression one receives is that when he liked a dwelling (and had the cash)
he bought it amd put tenants in., Tf he (amd presumsbly his wile, Rosina) conlinued Lo
be pleased with it, he terminated the lease of the tenants and moved in himself. The
number of different addresses at which the McWilliam family lived both in Christchurch
and also in North Sydney later gives credence to this supposition. He appeared Lo be
tempted to sell when he had a good offer, just as he was persuaded to buy when a
property attracted him. This desling in housing and shops could justifiably enLiltle
him Lo be called & "husinessman', or even a 'merchant®. He certainly seemed to he en-
paged in 'commercial pursuits', At one time William even undertook a business trip
bacle to England. 1t was about the year 1886. One supposes that travel was faster by
Lhis stape, for sail had been almost superseded by steam by the 1880=. The reLurn
journey could be carried cut in months rather than years. The truth of the matter is
Lhal he was evidently willing to wnderlake any commercial enterprise ab hamd which
gave promise of a reasonable financial return. His special expertise and experience
were clearly in the tield of bookkeeping and the management of amall business.

The present writer is sure, however, that William owned and ran at least one
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shaop in Christchurch. As a small boyv his lather, Horace, wsed Lo regale him with a
whole series of stories about the time when he (Horace) was a little boy in Christ-
church. Fvery episode started in the back yard of his father's (iec William's) shop.
lHere lorace found, according to the narrative, discarded cases full of paper and saw-
dust packing. Ln these he would discover all kinds of intriguing items (always Loys)
inadvertently lefl by his father in cmptying the cases. It never occurred to the
listener to enquire how 1t was that his grandfather had been so careless as to leave
such valuable and fascinating ebjects in discarded boxes - not even when in one hig
cage a whole toy steam train was discovered!

In William McWillianm's shop, or one aof his shops, as Horace has plicated, he
gtocked fishing tackle. lHe was proud of the quality of it and took pains to maintain
a high standard. He never undertook his activities by halves. He devoted much time
and effort to developing his personal skills in sophisticated Tishing venturds, He
made # point of organising fishing trips for his customers. lle would invite the more
affluent of his clients to join the parties. One assumes that he would act as mentor
to such groups, or at lcast to the less experienced among them. The culmination of
this activity is recorded in his Obituary, for it reports that he 'hooked the largest
trout ever landed in the South Island of New Zealand.’

In 1890, for reasons which will be explored later, the whole William McWilliam
family moved to Australia, Actually Rosina and her children sailed in December 1889%
and William followed in the succeeding March. Frederick, the eldest son, had alrcady
trosse] the Tasman, The rest came Lo settle in North Sydoey, ending up after a few
months in Arthur Street. They lived there for twenry years, It was here that Lhe
youngesl child, Norman, was born in April 1890,

As far as can be judged at this distance of time William continoed much as he
had done in Christchurch, It seems that he owned a shep, or shops, as well as various
houses., He certainly worked in & shop, a butchers shop, in North Sydney at one time
however briefly. It is said that he eperated the rill and sometimes wrapped the meat,
bul. he surely hwad no skills in the butchery trade. The thought was that, if a tenant
was experiencing poor trading conditions, he would lend a hand in order to help the
retailer improve his takings and thereby meet the arrears of rent.

It is certain that the gold Tever attacked William once more, for there i3 an
authenticated account of his travelling to the Kalgoorlie gold fields in the 1890s
when [here was a rush Lhere, following discovery of promising pavloads in 1893, lic
went and stayed long enough to olitain seme reborn. TL is Lempling Lo assume that the
bank failures and the resulting financial depression of that same vear (1893) may have
been a factor in influencing William to travel to the diggings once again. It is a
pointer to the whimsy of the man that, practical businessman that he wa=z, William's
sojourn in Kalgoorlie was remembered by his family for the wild flowers he sent back
to them. Noted for the heauty amd variely of its native flora, Western Australia
still teoday attracts visitors from near and far to view the magnificent wild blooms.
William pressed specimens and included cverlastings in the series of floral present-
ations he made to the members of the home front, Tt is revealing thus Lo see Lhe
aesthetic, pustic side to this man: one does him the courtesy of assuming that the
Family alsc received Trom him the necesssry wherewithal Tor daily Tiving,

There is a gap bhefore the next direct news of William. He evidently carried on
in North Sydney until some stapge belore Lhe year 1910. On 29 December of the previous
vear his second son, Horace, had married Ruth Marchant Barnes at Grafton. William was
prevented from attending the wedding for he was in New Zealand. He wrote the following

* Actually the family sailed from the Port of Lyttelton on L9 December in the 5.5.
Hauroto.
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letter from Waimana, Bay of Plenty (south-east of Waihi), North Tslamd.  Although ics
contents is diverse, it has so much of relevance to his story and his personality that
- it s guoted in Tull.

February 2471910, My dear Illorace, Your welcome letter of 14 Janry reach-
ed me last Saturday. First let me say that | was very sorry my cable wire
was too late Lo reach you on your weddiog day. Your moLher has weilLen me
all abont it - the wedding — and 1 suppose you know that she is delighted
with Ruth, our new daughter. Give her my love.

And now Lo apswer your gquesbions, Yes, T am in excellent health,
never better in my life. You say you hope I am happy; well, T am not,
The ploce is very backblocky, and there are no nice people, with the ex
cepLbion of the Schoolmsster qamd his wile, Re fivance. T am in debu.Scill
owe  £150 towards the purchase of the business, and I owe my merchants
probably £300. I have put just about &£1000 into the business up to now.
Of course | hold a pood stock, ol my bad debts sce anfoctunstely heavy =
somewhere between five and six hundred pounds. My duties are very Light
as a J.F. 1 have never been called wpon Lo take the Bench up here, for
which T oam thanklfaly Dot T am trying teo sell oot, T have & probable pur-
chaser, who wae here a few days last week seeing what sort of a business
it was. He asaid, when going, he was quite satistied, but could not give
me & decided answer for a few days, T have not heard from him yet, but T
may get his letter by the mail on Saturday. We have only ane mail a week
here. | don't think 1 am making money here, but T don't think T am losing
any, so that is how business stands at present.

You will, of course, know by this time that Fred was gver tor a
heallh trip in New Zealand, T went to Aucklamd to see him, and we baild o«
very good time together. We had several invitations to different houses
and warshousemnen's clob and made members of the latiter while in Auckland,

Your Nephews and Nieces are very nice and entertained us with pride
and pleasure. Tred went back delighted with his trip and very much im
proved in healll,

Your journey from Grafren to Mungindi (Horace's first parish)} must
have been very trying, especially so to Ruth, but there is nothing better
Lhan a little roughing experience now amd again, No matber whal position
one holds, it is well that he should knew something about what the other
tellow has te go through at times. Your Parish is evidently a large one
and T don't Lthink yon will see all your parishoners every week, FBut never
mind, one ran only do one's besr,

It is needless to say that 1 should very much like to be near vou
o all bul T am [rightensd to venture a second time at husiness in any parl
of Australia, If I am fortunate enough te sell my business T should most
likely make a fresh start in some civilised part of the North lsland and
el Maler and the girls over. WKeeping two homes is not a paying concern,
but of this later on. I have not got rid of this business yet and may not
be able to do so. At the present time I have no person Lo belp me, T en-—
gaged a young man from Wellington but he found it too guiet and only
stayed two weeks. 1 had a servant but she left after three months - too
quiet. At presenl T have & Maori woman who comes every Monday and doss my
washing and a little cleaning up, but she is no good - too dirty, There
. arc a lot of Maoris here, and they are good customers, 30 long as ane
pives them no credit - and they are always asking for it. T can underst-
and their language a bit, sutticient to know what they want and 1 can
speak it well encugh Lo tell them Lhe prices of every article. T have had




a lot of interruption in this letler, wostly by Maoris; they are 1in ani
ol all the time.
With Teve Lo you hoth 1 remain Your affect father W McWilliam.

One slip is appatent in the above letrer. When William is with his eldest child,
Fred, in Auckland, he writes to llorace, 'Your Nephews and Nieces are very nice...' lle
mist mean MY nephews and nieces... There would have been Fanthams or Conninghams in

huckland at that time, and almost certainly no McWilliams - at least none who were
nephews and nieces of llorace. It is not credible that Fred would have had some of his
children with him. William was particularly fond of one of his nieces, Vens F L he
youngest daughter of Fmily. He was Lo visit her again and probably saw her this time.

In spite of his misgivings William did return to North Sydney. Tt seems Lhal he
then went back again to New Zealand after four years in NSW, tor his newspaper Obit-
uary statea:

From 1914-22 he spent most of his Lime in Auckland and the North Island of
New Zealand where he was cngaged in commercial pursuils,

The present writer is dubions aboul this latter assertion, FPerhaps the supplier of
Lhe information for the Obituary confused the earlier (1910) sojourn in N2 with a
later one. Remember that for once thing William turned 70 years of age in January 1914,
Rosina llowells (nee Levick) recalls staying with William and his wife in North Sydney
aboul. Lhe year 1913/4. This fact bears out the belief that he returned Lo Sydney
after his venture sl Waimana. The present writer remembers visiting the couple in
Sydney in 1921, thus the Obitvary would need some trimming at least, if not altering.
By early 1924 William and Rosina, together with their youngest, were living in Mclaren
Stresl, Nortl Sydney. Their youngest daughter, Ruby, came to stay with them in August
that year,

William made a Lrip to New Zealand again after Rosina's death in December 1924,
The vear may have been 1928, Horace wriles (74):-

(My lather) paid a visit to Auckland, to one of his niece's (Veuna's) home, a
daughter of my Aunt Fmily — his sister. This amiable voung woman and her very
kind husband {Jack Weathersl1), who was a highly respected Chemist in Auck
land, invited my Father to visit them whenever he cared to come. He decided
to go over to them for a prolonged holiday and set oft in due time. While he
was staying with his niece and her husband, Tan McWilliam, the third son of
my Lirother, Fred and his wife, Maudie, happened to be in business in N2 st
that time, He went to see hixz Grandfather on several occasions, and on one
of these he invited his Grandfather to join him in a business CLrip, which he
was sonn ko make, right through from Auckland to Wellingrton, and then, Lo
cross over to the South Island, and go on with his business, calling at
Christchurch, and all the other towns down to Dunedin. Father jumped at this
opportunity to visit his old city and meet once again his two sisters, Mrs
Cunningham and Mrs Moore, my aunts Fmily and Maggie respectively. lIan has
since told me of that interesting trip, and of Father's bright and interesl-
ing companionship... When my FaLher returned...l recall asking him about his
visit to Christchurch. He replied by telling me thab the City had impreved
considerably but was 5till the same bcautiful place as it had been in the old
days. As to his sisters, he said that he was disappointed in Lhem. When 1
gslced him tor the recason for this statement, he said they were so old loocking,
aml not al @11 like Lhey used to look. He forgot that it was nearly 30 years
since he had seen them, and that age makes a big difference in one's appear-
Aance in 3 years.

¥ Lovina Aveline Phyllis Brookes, then Weatherell (nee Cunningham) 1891-1938,
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4 moving confirmation of William's visits to his favourite niece, Lovina
f'"Wena')dis at the same time a confirmation of the Tovable nalore of the man. The
only surviving son of Vena, Archie Brookes, writes (September 1986) that his mother's
uncle, William McWilliam, several times stayed with his family in Auckland. ‘'We all
loved this tall, slim, lLearded old gentleman who kept us enraptured with tales of the
pold fields,'

William spent most of the last year of his life in the homes of his two eldest
aons, first with Horace at Lawson and then with Fred at "Sunnyside'. On one of his
many pedestrian jaunts in the nearby streets of Kogarah he was knocked down by a motor
vehicle, The scratelies and bruises secemed little more than superficial at Lhe Line,
but the experience, on top of an incipient general physical decline, must have been a
Faclor in hurrying his end.

AMter being looked after in a home for a couple of months William passed away at
Dulwich Hill, Sydney on 7 Uctober 1930 aged 86 years. The present writer allLended his
funeral, viewing belorelwml the [ace of the old man in his coffin at Wood Coffill Fun-
eral Farleurs at the corner of Faleon and Miller Streets, Norch Sydney. 'Thoughts
ranged over Lhe experience of knowing this kindly, tolerant grandfather who had Lhe
happy knack of making those close Lo him fecl that he thought they were important sl
destined for great achievements., Why! He was well into his eighty-seventh year when
lie came oul and played cricket with this same writer and bowled away Lo his battinog
with fine spirit and a natural off-break, LIt was only a few days before when his
daughter-in-low, wifc of a Rector who was soan to retire hecause of failing evesight,
had 1ooked ool Lhe kilchen window at William sitting in the sun: 'Goodness! There is
Father reading the newspaper, aml not even bothering to wear his spectacles.'

Willism's wile, Rosing, was # conlrast, It is said that the marriage of oppos-
ites is likely te result in the most harmonious partnership. William and Kesina
celehrated their Golden Wedding in 1920 in evident accord and contentment. Whereas
he wag mild, tolerant amil accepting, his wife was alert, inclined to be carping anid
intellectually alwavs 'at the ready'. Those who were near to her bended Lo have morc
respect (or her Lhan affection. b5he set a high standard for herself, and her own, re-
garding comportment, conversation and mental functioning. Those who do not sutfer
fools gladly need compensating traits. Rosinz had many virtues, but tolerance of
noetic error or overlooking an intellectual solecism were absent from her list., The
prescnt writer recalls that he once rashly informed Rosina Lhat he "knew' his multi
plication talles (he had just had his scventh birthday). There was, of course, anly
onc outcome from such an audacious clapim: he was commanded to recite: them, ie the
Seven Times! Somcthing seemed to become mixed up around aboub 'seven vimes eight'.
Nisaster!

Bosina's counterbalancing qualities were many, however., The very [act that she
could manape such a large, snd let it be said, handicapped, family and lead them to
attain educated, fulfilling lives, cspeaks volumes for the extent of har innate devot-
ion Lo, and affection for, all its members and her determination that they should all
walk in the path not only of rightecusness, but also of achievement, Far example,
consider the amount of trouble {(not to mention the sxpense) she took over treatment
for the visual defects of her children. Illorace wrote (73):-

When I was about nine my mother took me down to Dunedin Lo consull Dr
Lindg Ferguson concerning my sight, which was showing signs of weakness

in the left eye. Not bheing lully =alizfied with his report, of signs of a
Cataract, she took me sver to Melbourne, where she consulted olher
specialists.  They concurred with Dr Linde Ferguson's diagnosis, and ad-
viced her to get him to operate, as he had suggested, All T can recall of
that visit to Melbourne is, that we stayed with friends or relatives at
Emerald Hill {now South Melbourne) which was then quite a good residential
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guburh. We also paid a short visit to Ballarat, where relatives of my
mother lived... We réturned to Dunedin, and we remained there afrer rhe
operalion For aboul a month,

Horace also described how his mother, some years later, took her son Neville,
'over Lo Sydney, to a boarding school', where one assumes he received special treat-
ment fer his ocular conditien. Indeed there is good reason to believe that one of
the main considerations which determined Rosina te move with all her family vo Svilney
was Lhe expectation of betier medical attention for Lhe "health' problems of her
children, Their health worries were, of course, no more and no less than defective
vision and on the basis of population size alone the medical and associaled paramedic-
al Facilities could be assumed Lo be superior in Syiney,  Be that as it may, it was
willh the obvious concurrence of William and the decisive determination of Hosina that
the family migrated, as we have scen, to New South Wales mainly for "hesnlth' reasons,

The arrival of her youngest child, the only onc to be born in Australia, Naorman
Larrington, presented an extra burden for her and test of her notherly devoltion, be-
canse he ton was siphtless from birth, He was to be under her immediate carc and
fully dependent on her until her death 35 years later.

She must have been lonely at times, for, as has been recounted, William was
often away for long periods, to places such as Kalgoorlie and New Zealand, as well as
Britain, One is forced to draw the conclusion that William lefr mest of the upbring
ing of the children te his wife. That she managed so successtully in spite of great
handicaps, is her panegyric and her enduriog monoment,

Rosina's life came to an ond in her seventy-third vear on the thirtiech day of Decem-
ber 1924. She lies buried at the Xorthern Suburbs Cemelery, Sydney. The sevenleen-
year—old bride had led a full yet demanding life and, undaunted by circumstances, she
had never lowered her standards. She had her reward savouring the achievements of her
guns, dasghlers amd pgrandehildeen which gave her great satisfaction.
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