CHAPTER 15

The Eldest of William and his Descendants

Born on the West Coast of the South Lsland of New Zealand on 21 March L&71
Frederick William was the firsyt child of the ecighteen -year-old Rosina and her hosband,
William. IHe, of course, went with his parents when they moved shortly afterwards to
Christchurch on the LFast Coast. Fred, as he-was always known, would have lived all
his Boyhood and youlh in this beaubtiful capital city of the South Tsland, a city with
its dainty, winding stream, the River Avon, flowing through its willew-ornamented
banlks. Perhaps he, teo, had attended his maternal grandfather's school before enter-
ing the famous Christ's College. lle was also head choir boy at the City's Cathedral.

When his father was away on his business trip to England 1n approximately 1850
or 1887 Fred, then aged about 16, helped to carry on his father's business with the
assistance of a man by the name of W, Alp, Presumably he continued in his father's
shop, or buainess or whatever it was, after his parent's return and thus sained use-
ful experience of the world of commerce, According to his brother, llorace, Fred left
Christchurch somewhere about early 1889 'to mske his fortune in Sydney'. Afver he was
established there he founded a finance company and ran it very successfully for a num-
ber of years. ‘lThe offices of this finance company were at 228 Pitc Street, Sydnev.
Fventually the venture gncountered hard Limes, as did nearly every enterprise when Lhe
Great Depression (1920-35) =set in.

Fred's father, mother and family lived for a period, as has been recorded, in
Arthur Street, North Sydney, It so happened that an Englishman, his wife and famlly,
resided in A nearby street, Mount Street. His name was Hobert Jackaon and he was a
well-to-do husinessman, having  had interests in woollen mills in Yorkshire at Hudilers-
field in the West Riding. e was invelved in Sydney with the firm of Rebert Redid and
also he developed substantial property interests. His wife was named Annie Eliza {nee
Barker), The relevance of Robert Jackson and his wile to this saga is that they had a
daughter, Alice Maude (always known as 'Maudie') and Fred McWilliam met her. 5She was
voung and charming and had an attractive appearance wilth a beauliful skio, She was
Lwenly (born 1875) and Fred was four years older. On 24 June 1396 thev were married
at Bt Thomas's, North Sydney by Rev. Stephen H. Childe.

The Bride's father gave the couple what is perhaps the best kind ol present of
all a housce. It should be said, however, that the newly married couple first lived
& for a couple of years in & house al Woolwich Point called Tabrens which was owned by
Mr Jackson. It is still there teday, its address being No.l3 Werambie Street, but the
tennis court is built on and it no longer fronts The Point Road. The grounds vsed to
slope down to the waters of the Lane Cove River, though presently it has lost much of
its grandness, but still retains an impressive reminder of its past stateliness. 1t
has becoms a comnercial concern wilh furnished rooms bEo let,

The home which Robert Jackson gave to the newly wed couple was sumpluous; indeed,

il is probably more accurately described as a2 mansion. It was situated in the then
affluent suburb of Kogarah, near Carlton on what is now the Princes Highway, and

" named 'Sunnyside'. Tt is no wonder thsl such s splended home possessed a special aura.
Tl was a mixture of grandness and dignity and homeliness, a kind of Mecca to which s0
many members, and gquasi-members, turned in times of jov. sadness, hope and Lrouble.
kosina, with her youngest, Norman, was a frequent visitor. William spent his last few
months living there a short time before his end came. Sunnyside was a household word,
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certainly in Lhe Fred McWilliam family, but also beyomd. It was sad that the ravages
of the ecanomic depression took it out of the family eventually. Actually Fred and
Maudic lived briefly in another house at Arncliffe before settling at Sunnyside.

The couple had a large family (seven) and the two of them lived busy, enterpris—
ing lives. Although handicapped by impaired ecyesight, like all his siblings, Fred
was intercsted in sport and lent his support to the encouragement of games like Scccer
football, Tmleed he became President of the young 5t Georges Soccer Club and was a
gtrong supporter of the NSW Soccer Associalion.

Ancther of Fred McWilliam's interests was the breeding of bulldogs. He was a
member of the NSW Bulldeg Club and was appointed President of it. One of Fred's most
Famous bulldegs was one by the name of Cestus. An artist made a painLing of Lhis
noble animal. T showed him sested on a magniticently coloured Union Jack flag. ©&o
cffective was the artist in achieving startling nuances of the red, while and blue,
and Lhe delermined, tierce visage of the dog that it became the patriotic symbol of
British resolution and pugnacity and inspired many in World War I. It appeared on
hoardings, posters and in magazines. Tt was featured in displays in many parts of the
community and Lhe original was tinally donated te and hung in the Masonic headquarters
in Sydney. It will quite rightly be inferred from this that Fred was an enthusiastic
participant in the Masonic Order. Fred's youngest daughier, Nell (Eleanor Margaret),
recalls Lhal, al one Lime the dog, Cestus, was her constant playmate, her 'brother' -
For she was younger by far Lhan her pearest brother,

In later lite Fred and Maudie went to live in Hunters Hill amd Lhen evenlually
moved to Chureh Streel, Ashfield. Here he was closc to his brother, Horace, and the
brothers visited from time to time. Fred died on 22 October 1941. Maudie survived
him by more than twenty-two years, passing away on 18 March 1964,

The first-born child of Fred and Maudie McWilliam was Charles.” He arrived in
the year 1897 amd, like his two brothers, attended Sydney Grammar School which is, amdl

was, located in College Street, Syiney, close to Lhe Meseum: Charlie embarked on a
pomumercinal career which at one time, the present writer recalls, teock him Lo the Clar-
ence River at Graltem. The McWilliam clan has had a long tradition of recognising the

importance of family ties. Charlie was meticulous in making regular visits to his
uncle Horace and family, Horace then held the position of Bishop's Chaplain and Rep-
istrar of the Diocese of Grafton. The memory is of & young man, neatly turned out,
picking his careful way throught the dust of the unpaved streets and af his being held
up #= a paragon of the wearer of shiny shees. This would have been about the year
1917 or 1918. Some twenty vears later (1939) Horace and his family, on their way by
ship te England, were treated with much generosity, arising from the same sense ol
family 'togetherness', no doubt, by Charlie and his wite Essie (nee Dalzell) in Perth.
Charles now occupied the important position of manager for Western Australias of the
well-known firm of William Adams and Co. Ille was widely respected as a businessman in
that capital city. Charlie died in 1967.

He and Essie had twe daughters, Ruth and Beryl Ada ('Betty'). The former was
born in 1918 and married Worman Odgers, but they had no issue. She died at Mt Tawley in
Aug. 1977. Her sister. Betty, married Kenneth Mackintosh (1918-1974) and in L1979 Ronald
Gayler. Her two boys are Grant Mackintosh (1943) & Lyal Mackintosh (1940, Grant's wife
is Julia (1%47), children TFiona (1982) & Lucy (1984); Lyal's is Jane-Maree (19%3).

Freil aml Maudie's sccond child was Ruth (¢.1900),a trained nurse., She married
'rank Bowden {died 1983} and had one son, Michael who died prematurely in November

¥ He was christened Frederick Charles, but always known as "Charlie'.



1985, Michael was unmarried. lis passion was mosic and be worked wilh the Australian
Broadeasting Corporalion (as it now is) in that field. Frank Bowden was an RAAF
Officer in World War TT amd he amd Ruth used Lo attend 5t Anne's, Strathfield, where
Michael sang in the choir, though not, like his grandfather, a tunefuol singer.

Much more is known saboul Fred and Maudie's third child, Eric. Ile was born on 14
May 1901, his sccond given name originating from his malernal grandmother's maiden
name, viz. Barker. He was educated at Sydney Grammar School "till about the age of
15 = when I believe he ran away to sea,’ writes his daughter, Paulette McWilliam. "ut
(he) was quickly 'recovered' by his father, Frederick, who had him officially appoint-
ed a5 Lraines deck officer in a shipping company' then trading to Pacific Tslands and
Vancouver, He put his apge on a year or so, Paulette explains, and enlisted in the
Eoyal Australian Navy as a midshipman in 1917 and was sent Lo England to join in with
Lhe Royal Navy... He was stationed in Northern Scotland and was at Scapa Flow when
the German Fleet scuttled itsell in the anchorage. When he returned to Australia he
remained in the RAN with the rank of Lieutenant and became Navigating OfDicer of HMAS
Karumba, the naval oiltanker which used to run up to lndonesian-Borneo regions for oil
supply. That is when Fric acquired his great interest in navipgating through the Great
Barrier Reect inner channels, and of course gained his First experience.

The Navy was the first to he 'heached' when the Depression hit Australia and
that's when he went back to the Merchant Marine. Around 1923 or 1924 he had obrained
his Master Mariner's Certiflicate, having been working towards it for seme years pre-
viously. Decause he was so youthful (he remained extremely youthful in appearance -
up till his mid sixties) no one would give him his first command., Also deck officer
jolis were scarce in Australia. He went to New Zealand becausc he suddenly discovered
he had been the successful applicant for the position of Third Officer in a well-known
shipping company there. This would have been early in 1923 and he had only two days
in which to sort out things in Sydney and take ship Lo be there in ctime. 'Sorting'
things oul included marrying his lady love, Odette MacFarland., She sailed with her
new husband to Auckland, hecsuse Eric's ship was only operating in New Zealand not
Australian waters. It was later claimed by relatives that the couple had "eloped'.
The point was Lhal Eric's marriage was much against his mother's wishes and the haste
occasioned by the circumstances may have supgested, falsely, it is believed, that it
wias #n elopment. Paulette writes:

L

How I think my grandmother must have regretted her opposiction later! GShe
cared for and loved me as one of her own childran, as did Grandfather
Fraderick ("Pa" to we) and there was & greatr bond with them both on my
part.

Prior to World War Il Eric was master of cargo ships ftrading from Aoslralia Lo
China and Japan. Then he took ships out te the mid—Pacific to bring phosphate back to
Newcastle and Port Kembla. Faulette goes on to describe how her [alher remained an
of ficer in RAN Reserve till World War I1 - deing his yearly 'training’ stint on var-
ipus cruisers. But as= he was by Lhen a Queensland Coast and Torres Strait pilet, a
reserved ogccupation, he and others like him, were nol called wp but given rank equi-
valent to Commander, RAN and piloted US and RAN vessels, submarines, battleships,
cruisers eto, plus Lhe usual merchant shipping, up and down and through the Great
Barrier Reef during the war years. This included New Guinez waters,

The following interesting letter was wrillen by Eric himself teo his Uncle lorace,
1t i3 dated 27th January 1959 under the address of: M/V "Adua". Tn il he says:-

... I was unfortunate enough to have Lo leave Sydney two days betore Xmas
and arrived back again on 7th January. After a couple of days at home T
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was off north again meeting the cyclonic depressions along the Quecnsland
coast and again I am bound south and expect to arrive home oo Lhe morning
of 30th. I never know how long ecach visit may last, on one occasion
recenl.ly T only lhad Lwo hours at home and again sometimes may only get as
far south as Brisbane and then away north Again, .. You mention nob kKnow—
ing very much about my family. Well Paulette the elidest, by my lirst
marriage, was born in Auckland on Nov. 24th 1923, a sad day, when I lost
my first wife Odette - Lit's sister - aflter her confinement. 1 reached
Auckland two days afterwards. Ian, the only son, was born on Der Z28th
19206 and was in Lhe Navy for the last two years of the war and then matric-
ulated and attended Sydney lUniversity and Look dentistry. He has a lucr-
ative practice at lapto some eight miles south of Wollongong amd 15 mar-
ried te a very charming girl and they have two children (now four), Bruce
whis 15 Tour aml Lindy who 1s 2,

Jill the youngest was born on 29 April 1929 and is married to John

Wilkinson, # very fine chap and an ex-"Burma Road" P.0.W. and he is secret-
ary manager of the Gordon Memorial Rughy Union Football Club. They have
qust built their home at S5t Ives which is not very far from us at Green-
wich..., Pauletie lives with us and is with the C51R0O Laboratory tor Coal
Research, .

Eric, who was loruslly Caplain Eric B McWilliam, Master Mariner, had also held
the position of Master of the Sydney Pilot Vessel 'Captain Cook'., This ship always
made such a fine picture when it was anchored in Watson's Bay, awaiting the arrival of
the next ship Tor pilotage. Fric died in 1979 aged 77, his second wite, Aileen

('Lit'), predeceasing him by three years, rejoicing in their Goliden Wedding celebral-
ions betore her end.

Eric's elder daughter, Paulette, who has contributed most of the above hiography
gf her tather, has had a distinguished scientific career. She is a marine biologist
by specialisation, thongh she had reached the age of 38 before she Look out her First
degree. She later obtained her higher degree (MSc) from the University of Sydney and
lectured both chere and at Macquarie Undversity. She joined the CSIRD and carried out

research in her expert field, several of her pubilications heing connected with lohstar
lavae, When her division of the Organisation moved to llobart she left it a year ar so
agoy bul: sLill cesponds Lo calls for assistance and advice on professienal matters

From her celleagues in Hobart. Very recently she has become invelved with CSIRO apain.

Eric McWilliam's only son is (Roderick) lan McWilliam, referred to by his father
g5 having a "lucrative' dental practice ont of Wollongong, He gradeated Bachelor of
Dental Surgery from the University of Sydney and married Nola Joan Jeffrey (born 1932)
al. Five Dock, Sydney in 1953. They have four children (two have arrived since Bric's
letter of 1959). Bruce Ian was born inm 1955 and has two degrees - Bachelor of Feon-
omics and PBachelor of Laws (Hons) and is a lawyver living in Woollahra. He married Pam-
ela Ann Souvlis (born 1961), who has = Bachelor of Commerce degree, in 1985. The sec—
ond of Tan MeWilliam's children iz Lindy Louise (1956). She married Anthony Dale
Boyden (1954), a Bachelor of Dental Surgery (loas), in 1979 and they have four child-
ren: James Anthony McWilliam Bovden (1980), Matthew Stuart McWilliam Boyden (1982),
Joshua lan McWilliam Doyden (1983) and llolly Alexandra Boyden (1983). Ian and Nola's
Lhird childd is Wendy Jane (1960). 5She holds a Diploma of Teaching, as dees her hus-
band, Phillip James Kerry (1957). They married in 1983, FThillip also holds both
Bachelor of Science and Master of Business Administration degreea. lan McWilliam's
youngesl s Marpo Nola (1966) who is currently (198%) studying Taw sl Lhe niversity
aof Sydney (Women's Cellege). All the children of Ian and Nola McWilldam were horo in
Wollongenge, as was the presenl wriler.
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Krie McWilliam's third child is Jill Margaret (born 1929). In 1992 she married
John Stewart Loder Wilkinsen (1921). Farly on he managed the Torres Strait Filot
Service and the family lived on Thursday lsland. John had always been s comnitted
Rughy player (Faslern Suhorhs) and supperier, consequently, alter the war, he accepted
lLhe position of Secretary-Manapger of the Gorden Rugby Unien Football Club, Ile had
served in the Army in the L93%-45 war, had been a prisoner of the Japanese and surviv-
ed the Burma Road ordeal. Jill and John have three children. The oldest is Rosemary
Loder (1954} who married in 1979 Roger Grandin Chapman (1952). Their child is [Dric
Grandin (1983). Rosemary holds a Diploma of Teaching and Roger a Bachelor of Foon-
emics degres. They lTive in Canberra.

John and Jill Wilkinson's sccond child is Jeremy John who was born on Thursday
Laland in 19506. He gradunted BA, Dip BEd. and, like Ll present wreiler, used to be a
masler on the staff of Shere. When Jeremy left, the School Magazine (77), in a fare
well article, explained that he had decided to make 'a 180° turn in his career path'
aml joined Qantag "in porsuit of a long—cherished dream to see the world on the cheap'.
He had been on the staff four years and earned the reputation which the article
describes as the English Department's 'most popular and enthusiastic member', 'His
aympathies were always with Lhe oppressed: the more hopeless, irredeemable or ineduc-
able # hoy was the more likely Jeremy would be... to want to teach him.' High praise
indeed, in the opinion of the present writer.

The yourigest of this Wilkinson family is Alister Richard (1959)., He isa
Bachelor of Arts and a Master of Literature and also holds a4 Diploma of Fdueation, He
too, is Leaching sl an independent school, Barker College,llornsby, This ends the list
of the descendants (so far) of Eric McWilliam.

Eric's younger brother was Tan (also known as 'Jack')., He was born in 1904 and
attended Sydney Grammar School, He became a Company Dirvector and mareied Philomens
Mavde Westhowen (1904) (rom Perth. Tan MeWilliam died in 1931, His widow 43 current-
ly living at Taree, N5W. TIan and Philomena had four children, the only boy being
Peter who was born in 1928 at Wellington, New Zealand. Tn 1933 he married Wendy Anne
Hanna (1831). Peter is a Company Directer, having recently transferred to Melbournc
where he is developing another business. He has had special success with Lhe product-
ion of plastics. Peter and Wendy McWilliam have [live children, the aldest being Peter
Leslie (1954) who married in 1978 Kerrie Anne Mills (1957). Thev have three children:
Floise Leslie (1980), [Famon Eoin (1982) and Ryan Barton (1985). Peter gained a Farm
Hanagement Diploma amd lives st Mangrove Mountzin, NSW, The next offspring of Peter,
senior, iz Anthony John ('Teny')(1933). le married Belinda May Mills (1961} in 1983.
Tony has a Diploma of Plastic Engineering and manages hiz father's Sydney firm., Tessa
dnne (1957) is the third of Peter and Wendy McWilliam's children. She trained as a
nursing sister and married Barton Sinclair Dixon (1951) who heolds a Bachelor of Arts
degree in accountancy, though Tessa says he is a Jack of All Trades. She writes:-

Bart's from Lhe land (sheep) and has spent most of his time working out of
doors. Eighteen months age we started to work our way arcound Australia...
Se far we have only scen and worked in Quesnsland., Bart has built dams,
done sheep work and grader driving and I have worked as a2 nursing sister
and camp cool.

Tessa aml Barl. have a Tarm at Cooma "which runs a few sheep'.

Phillip Colin McWilliam (1964) is the next child of Peter and Wendy., Il lives
in the Tamily home at St Tves as does his youngest sibling, Fiona Louise (1%64) who is
(1985} still at school. ‘lessa Dizon gives some more delail about the variouns members
of Lhe Tamily, She writes (24,12,1985):-
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My father, Peter, was born in Wellington, New Zealand, as his father, Ianm,
was working over Lhere at that time ... He was educated at Riverview Col-
lege anid went dnto his father's business in his mid-lwenlies, after trying
numerous things from shooting crocodiles in New Guinea to an import and
export business... My eldest brother, Peter (Leslie), worked on the land
(cattle) for a couple of years and studied courses in between., Peter now
works with my other brothers, Tony and Phillip, in the family business.
The Lwo Iasl entered inbto Lhe Tamily business alter leaving school. Tony
finished a Plastic Frgineering course and Phillip is in the process of

studying Dusincss Management... 1 trainéd as a nurse at Royal North Bhore
and atter Ltravelling overseas sellled and worked in the Canberra/Cooma
HATHEH,
The eldest child of Tan MeWilliam and Philomens is Joan Elizabeth, who was liorn

at 5t Kilda, Victoria, in 1925, In 1946 she married Samuel Charles Frederick {'Fred')
North. [Fred was born at Singleton, NSW, in 1919. Joan writes: 'We were married at St
Philip's, Church Hill {York Street, Sydney) in May 19406 and did wish thal Uncle Horace
von would marry us.' It would have been with regret that llorace was unable to perform
the ceremony. Fred served in the 13th Battalion, Second ALY (Licutenant) and weni
through Tobruk, Alamein and the Pacific Tslands campaipgns and was Mentioned in Des-
patchies. On his return he paralleled this outstanding War service by engaging in somc
thirty vears of communivy work for which he received an OM. He was thirty years on
the Bosril of the Manning River District Hospital, some 17 yesars of which as Chairman,
Joan writes: 'Whilst now retired, having sold his business two years ago, he i1s still
busy as a Director ot the Creater Newcastle Building Society, Legacy, etc. 1 am very

proud of Lim,' As indesd she has every right to be, one is constrained to comment,
Joan and Fred's home town is Taree, on the Manning Biver, onc of NSW's main mid-North
Coast rivers. Fhilowensa had been living with them, bul has recently moved Lo & re-

Firement village nearby,

The Tirst of Joan and Fred North's children is Sally Elizabeth (1948} who has a
BA depres, She married Allen Scot Crawford (1943) in 1971 at Tarees. DBorn in Launces
ton, Allen possesses a Bachelor of Commerce degree and is presently Finance DMrector
ol 5t Martins Properties, Joan North says of him: "He is always on the go to Mel-
bourne, Perth or overscas and happily able to take Sally with him on many occasions.'
Sally and Allen have two children, Abby Jane Crawford (1971) and Josephine Flizabeth
Crawford (1973). The Crawford family lives at Lindfield, Svdney. The Norths' only
son is Samuecl Charles who was born at Taree in 19531. 1n 1976 he married Janice
{"Jan') Elizabeth Fresdman (12531). Jan was horn in WNewcastie and holds a Bachelor of
Special Education qualification and is currently a lecturer at Newcastle University.
Sam is an A Crade Journalist with the Newcastle Herald. He is Lo be congratulated on
winting a couple of months ago a plague and chegue for $2000. The prize was presented
at Canberraz and it was the National Press Club award for the best story of the year.
Sam and Jan live in the Newcastle suburb of Merswether and have two children: Blainey
Elizabeth (1978) and Samuel Joseph (1980).

Uiana Mary is the youngest child of the Norths. She, too, was born in Taree, in
1955, She was occupied as a8 Legal Secretary when in 1976 she married Stephen Taylor
(1944), a schoolteacher with a BSc degrec who is at present acting Headmaster of En-
more Higlh School {(Sydoey). The Taylors live st Waverton, a Lower North Shore Syidney
sulwrrh, and they, ton, have two children, Nicholas ("Nicky') (1978) and Jessica Kate
{1979). Thus Joan and Fred North have a neally symmetrical posterity of three pairs
of gramlehildren,



Juan finishes her family account by writing: "The Lliree girls combined to give
us a Fortieth Weddinpg Anniversary party at 5Sallyv's home last May (1936), a sitdown
dinner for which they did all the cooking. 1t really was a tremendous efTorn and A
lot of fun for us all, se you can see how lucky we have been, Tong may it contunue.'
Todesd !

The next oftspring of lan and Philomena McWilliam is Wendy. She was born in
1926 and 4in 1947 married Ronald Allen (1%20) who is now retired. They, too, lLave
three children, Garry (1948), Amanda (1953) and Mary Anne (1955). Garry married in
1977 Gaye Lillinglon aml they have two girls, Emilee (1979) and Melissa (L981). Amanda
married David Hallorsn in 1975 amd their family consists of three, Olivia Gai (1978),
Edwina {1979) amd Sam (1981). Mary Anne married a man by the name of Clarke and they
Bl two children, Claudia Jane (1979) and Tim (1981). After divorce she married Ricli-
ard Martin in 1985,

Tan and Philemena's youngest is Piana. BShe wrote an interesting letler, saying
inter alia:

I always 1iked my father's family very much as a child, but lest conLacl
with them when | was about 12... my father died when T was about 17,
suddenly. Now here 1 am...remembering him so clearly and with, still,
50 many regrcts he was a gentle person and he loved me as T loved him,
Booyou see | orather Creasure the contact with Joan Payne (my tather's
COuRing .

Diana ('Danny') Maude was born in 1930 amd, like so many McWilliams of an
earlisr pensralion, the place of her birth was Christchurch, New Zealand. She Lrain-
ed as a nursing siscer and then in 1956 married Herbert Gunther Rudolf Tiede at St
Philip's Church, Church Hill, Yerk Street, Sydney. Herb. was born at Stralsuud,
Germany, in 1927 and is a Cabinet Maker. He had a joinery and furniture business in
Port Moresby, Papuas New Guinea, from 1957 until the time of that country's independ-
ence.  Diana and Herb. then moved to Western Australia where the children were al
miversity, First they scttled at Ceraldton and then after five years to their
present location 'al. Kalamunda, in the hills behind Perth.' Diana goes on: 'lt is
very quiet and pretty and reminds ws a little of Port Moreshy. Herb, aml T sre very
happy herc and the children come and go. They are all great travellers...'

The eldest of Diana and lerb's four children is Annabelle Diana Flizahbeth
Tiede. ©She was born at Port Mureshy in 1958 and is the holder of a Bachelor of Arts
degree and a Bachelor of Social Work from the University of Western Australia. Anns-
belle iz enpaged in Social Work on a roving basis st the moment, doing locums and
seeing fAustralia at the same Lime., She expects to settle in Melbourne later this
year. Danny and Herb's eldest son is an Air Traffic Contreller. Like all his sibl-
ings he was born in Port Moresby, Papua New Cuinea and the vear was 1960. He is
Andrew lerbert Rudolf Tiede. Tn his professional work he is moved to various locat
ignsz as he is needed and has been in Sydney, Melbourne, Canberra and Perth. Presenl—
1y he is stationed at Port IHedlsml. His wife is Keari (nee Stauborg) who was born
in Perth, They were married in 1984,

dngela Lisa Ticde is the younger daughter and was born in 1962, Like her
sister she holds 4 BA degree from the University of Western Australia and is current-
ly a buyer for Myers in Melbourne. The youngest of the four Tiede children is
dnthony Johann lan who was born in 1963, He possesses a Certificate of Mechanical
Lngineering and is at the moment a student pilot.

The Tourth of Lhe seven children of Fred and Maudie McWilliam was Jean Rosalie.
she was born in 1906 and seemed to cope readily with a slight physical deformity.
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She married three times and had four children. Her first husbaml was Percival Charles
Weekes. They married in 1925; their eldest child is Pamela llelen (1926) who in 1952
married Tim Weston (1927). They have since divorced. There are two children of the
marriage, Shane Timothy (1935) and Helen Louise (1965). Pam lives at Manly Vale and
leads a busy, productive litc, being active in animal welfare and voluntary work for
the elderly, such as meals—on—wheels., She is a dynamic sember of the committee organ-
ising the first 'John and Rebecca McWilliam Reunion' gathering (1987). Pam's younger
sisber 18 Barbara (1929). She has married twice. The First time to Thomas Chisholm
Cook (1907). Their child is Andrew Thomas Cook (1960) who is marrisd Lo Catherine
(nee Wageman)(1958). Andrew has the distinction of having been both School Captain
and Dux of the Manly Frimary School. He went on to Mosman Preparatory School which
epnlers Lhis histoery apain in comeclion with Lhe names of Evans and Yarnold. My Urad
ley was llcadmaster of 'Mosman Prep.' in Andrew's time. Andrew's paternal forebear,
Samnel Cook, was, interestingly enough, General Manager of the Sydney Morning llerald
until the early part of this century. He is said vo have been the [irst man in Aust
ralia to have achieved 200 words per minute in Pitman shorthand. [le introduced the
First Lypesetting machine to the Herald. Andrew also reports that he was related to
Sir Douglas Mawson.  Barbara's second husband is Arthur John Barrett (1937), They
live at Beacon Hill, Sydney.

The only son of Jean and Percival Weekes is Peter (1931). He is a maring engin-
eser and also an (unpaid) Trade Union otficial. His work involves him mainly with tugs.
When his mother remarried Peler 1‘.!:}-!“51?11 his name to Baird, This iz how Peter des
cribes himself:

I am a marine engineer, cmployed as a Chief Engincer in Fenwick Tugs, which
are a wholly ocwned subsidiary of Brambles Industries. That Is oy owajor
gccupation; however, I am also the Sydney and New Socuth Wales secretary

of the Australiasn Instivute of Marine and Power LEngineers. This is the
Trade Unien that covers marine engineers employed in all Australian merch-
ant ships, all large Australian tugs, Manly ferries and hydrofeils, plus
some grades of power Engineers in New South Wales, Victoria and Queensland,
power peneration, power engineers in some oil reflineries, plus a hospilal
gngineer here and there. We also cover the marine cngincers cmploved in
most dredges and all the ol {zhore oilrig tender vessels, oil deilliog rigs,
self-propelled and non-self-propelled... I am also the Federal Treasurer
and & menber of rthe Federal Executive of the AIMPE and am clected by

secret ballot every three years. The ballot is conducted by the Common-
wealth Electoral Office. I have faced three elections. All these posit-
igns are honorary. It's really a team effort and [ am very proud of our
crganisation, which has done more for me than ever T could do Tor it.

Peter married Anna Boersma (1933) who was born in Helland at a town by the name
of Cosvorden on the river Vechte near the West Germsan border, Their wedding took
place in 1936 and they live at Elanora Heighrs, Sydney. Peter tells of his wile:-

Anma, my wonderfuol wife, isn't letting herself vegetate; for the past
three vears she hacs been attending the Adult Bducalion system:two years Eng—
Lish studies and this year she is studying Australian History. It'a one full
day & weei at the Narrabeen Community Centre and Lhese classes wers
specially sct up for people whose first language is not English. T must
say that in my opinion they asre A preal socoess sml am somel fnes Jealous
that I am not going with her. 5She has met a marvellous group of women

from all sorts of countries. Mest of them are like cursclves, with part-
ners from other cultures and with grown children... T ever T relire L am
going to get right into that kind of learning.
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Peter and Anna have =iy children., The #ldest is Marian (1935) and she has a
Bachelor of Education (llons) degree from the University of Sydney and is cngaged in
university leécluring. &She is married to lan Grey (1936), He holds a Master of Fduc—
atdion degree and is currently an industrial officer. Marian has retained her maiden
name of Baird. Ian recently (May 1986) visited India, having had the distinction of
being awarded a Duke of Edinburgh sponsored Commonwealth Study Loor, Marian's Father
wriles of her:-

Marian, aport from having two beautitul dauvghters (Alexandra, born 1982 and
Bosemary, born 1984), is teaching, T should say lecturing T am reminded, at
Nepean College of Advanced Education on the Westmead campus. ller subjects
are Leonomic Geography and Business Management (Industrial Relalions). She
ig b Lhe College aboul 25 hours & week, T think, and of course the girls
spend time with their grandmothers and childcare centre at Paramatta. [t
is Marian's intention to do a PhD and she has besn accepted. .

Peler and Anna PBaird's eldest son is Stephen (1963) who was born at Manly. His
father writes of him:
He iz s Junior Enpineer officer in TNT and at present his ship is the TNT
"Alltrans', She trades between Gladstone, Queensland, Bluft, New Zealand
and Bell Bay, Tasmania and then to Bunbury, WA, His voyage pattern varies
on pecasions but that's the general run of it., He i3 away for six or
clght weeks and howe for the same peciod,

Peler describes the remainder of his family as follows:

Naomie starts a new job on Monday. She joins PEaffl, the sewing maching
people.  She is npineteen (born 1966) and it's a wonderful step up for her,
She will be g representative and instructor. The advancewent, will be
quite demanding For her bhut T am sure she is mature enough to really make
a huge success of her field.

Rebecca is just 18 (born 1968) and is a full-time student at the
Sydney College of the Arts and she has just finished half of the first
semester. She is studying for a BA in Visual Arts and her majors are Draw-
ing, Printing, Glass (Ceramics), Woodearving and Sculpture, plus Painting
and Art History. This will lead eventually to her becoming an Art ‘leacher.
I understand that these graduates are in greal demand in the television
Aud advertising industry., The whole period is three years for the degree,
plus one year for the Diploma of Education, | understand that the College
15 associated with the University of Sydney.

Daniel (horn 1970) is doing year eleven at St Augustines, Brookvale.
He is an excellent student and I'll cncourage him te do a degree. Malthew
(horn 1972) is in Year 8 al St Augustings., He knows exactly what he is
poing to be, a carpenter. Why not! Both his grandfathers were... | must
say that I am very pleased with 5t Augustines. All the girls weonlb ko
Mater Maria at Warriewood. Thal's a Good Samaritan College and an
excellent school,

Mot all fathers are so prowd of their lamilies and their achievements, but per—
ltaps Peler has more to enthuse abour !

The second husband of Jean (nee McWilliam) was John Arthur Baird. ‘They married
in 1935 and they had one child, John Arthur Campbell Baird (1942). Sadly he died aped
38 in 14980. John married twice. His (irst wife was Jan Dunbar and his second Susan.
The asecond marriapge was in 1977, In 1952 Jean marricd her third husband who was
Albert llenry Wilson. Jean died in 1980,
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The Ti0th child of Fred and Maodie McWilliam was in her day quite famous.  She
was Alice Mary who was always known as "Mollie'. She married Thomas Henry Kelly at
st James Church of England, Balmain in 1933, Rev. A.G. Rix the celebrant. ‘lhe wedding
verenony was followed by s luncheon party at the Royal Sydney Yachl Squadron sl Kirei-
billi. They had neo issue. Mollie's achievements were outstanding, particularly in the
directions of horse-riding, ice-skating and mountain climbing. She rode in cvery
Royal Easter Show at Sydney for many yesrs in a variety of evenls, inclading jumping
and dressage. Her sister, Nell Cohen, writes of her:-

Her accomplishments in that arca (horse-riding) were many and carned for
her a great respect from all who knew her, The Trophies sl Ribbons shie
won were prised and treasured by Mellie and all the Eamily, One and all
were proud of her. 5She was noted as Australia's Number Une horscwoman at
the time of her achievements. Toe-skating was another sport in which she
excelled and was a member of the Ice Hockey team, playing interstate
matches frequently.

To show that Nell's eulogy was more than sisterly hubris, here is what The
Masonic Club Journal of 15.8.1930 had to say about the lady. After extolling the ex
ploita of Miss Awy Johnsen (avialrix), L goes oni-

We cannot overlook the success of our own Svdney girl, Misa Mollie MeWilliam,
Without neglecting other branches of sport, she has attained a degree of
prominence in the equestrian world which has few parallels. Bhe took her
First riding leocssons at the ecarly age of six years, and four years later
wade her Licsl appesrance aod gained her Cirsl suceess in the Syidney Boyal
Agricultural Show when she took third prize in a competition for girl
riders. Since then she has been a regular competitor in this and many
other shows, both close to Sydoney and in far country centres: Her success
is shown in a splendid display of trophies of all kinds to the number of
304, won in the comparatively few years she has held her popular place in
Lhe public eye. As recently == Tlast RA Show in Sydney she annexed three
firsts, five seconds and three thirds in different events, ds well as
carrying off the Grand Champicn trophy in the pony mare ¢lasa, AL Muldpee
Show this year she earned forther distinction by riding Mr J Masters'
horses to victory.

And herein lies Lhe =secret of Miss McWilliam's soccess among horses,
An dnharited dinstinct for horsewomanship has been developed by a desp love
for the animal which she has made her companion...

Mollie was the first woman to climb the summit of Mt Kosciusko (teogether with
her [riend Fsme Shenstone) and was awarded s pold medal for this Feat by the NSW Ski-
ing Assoclation. Ghe was, of course, very proud of it and corrcspendingly distressed
when it was stolen from her howe in her last years in Lhe course of a burgulary.
Mollie died in 1975, Her husbhand, Thomas ¥ellwy, had attended Eton and Oxford Univers-
ity. He still lives in the Sydney suburb of Leumeah.

The voungest of the children of Fred and Maudie McWilliam is Eleanor Marparer,
always known as "Nell', She is the only one of this family still alive {198b). She
was born on 18 February 1915 at the family home in Kogarah, Sunnyside (see page 77},
she married Roy Herbert Cohen at 5t Anne's, Strarhfield in 1942, ERoy who was bern in
1913 and who attended Fort Street High School was a company executive. Roy and Nell
were divorced. They have twoe children. Janine Margarel was born alb Canperdown in
194% amd married David Cameron Hazlett (1946) in 1970, He is a company directar.
They have four children. The oldest is Andrew Cameron, born in 19/1. At present he
is a boarder at 'l'he King's School, Parramatta. Sarah Elizaberh (1973) is Lhe eldest




The Fred MoWilliam Children
in the grounds of ‘Sunnyside’
¢, 1908, 1. to R: Charles, lan,
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Their Uncle, Homoe McWilliam
on his 80th birthday. 1937
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Above lefll: Gwen Allman (nee Evans)y and
Barbara Golder {nee Levick).
Above righe: Barbara’s son, Jetfrey, just having
received his doctorate (PhD),

Left: Gwen's elder brother, Hallen aged 13 mths.



pirl aml her Lwo younper sisters are Rebekah Jane (1974) and Georgina Margaret (198{),
Janine and David were divorced in 1985. Janine lives in Lhe picturesqualy situated
and historic Bellfield Farm at Rossmore on Sydney's south-west outskirts. Both Nell
dand Jamine are keen workers on the Reunien organising committee.

The second of Nell Cohen's children is Alison Jane who was  born in 1951. She
married lTerry Sofopoulos who was born in Egypt but is of Creek extraction. They have
tin@ child, Alexandra Elizabeth, born in 1979.

Thus we come to the end of the long linc of Fred and Maudie McWilliam's seven
children, 16 grandchildren, and 35 great—grandchiliren and (so far!) 10 great great
grandehi ldren.



